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LIFE, DEATH, and WRTTNOS. 


pr. WILLIAM DODD, Gs. 


"a 


Hey Public more drawn to any thing than to 


i 
of: It 6s, perhaps, the firſt inſtance that 
cution of the law on a criminal plainly found guilty of 4 
crime of the moſt prejudicial nature to ſociety. As fuch 
inter poſition has been condemned by many, and on the 


other fide the moſt ſcurrilous abuſe has been poured on the 
ing and Council for ſuffering the law to take place, we 


impartially examine the caſe, It is of great importance 
to ſociety to 22 up a juſt ſenſe of ri bt and wrong, and 
for every individual to form the exaCteſt notions on this 
head; otherwiſe we may coms to call evil good, or at 
leaſt think of it with leſs abhorrence than we ought ever 
to have in our minds againſt it. | 
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ings, we are about to give ſome account 
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N the perſon whoſe Life, Death, and Write. 12 


ts, 


288886 the Magiitracy of the city of London, 
or of any city in the world, interpoſed to prevent the ene. 
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hall, in the concluſion, make ſome reflections on it, and 
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the ſame name which his father bore. . Of his father, who 


taken notice of for the brightneſs of his parts, and his at- 


__ - himſelf entirely by his literary productions. It was during 
in the 23d year of his age: His wife had hardly reached 
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Dr. WILLIAM DODD is one of the ſons of a Clergy 
C 


man, who for many years was vicar of Bourne in Linco 4 
ſhire : He was born in the year 1729, and chriſtened by 


appears to have been a worthy man, and to have filled the 
ſtation of life in which fortune had placed him with honour iſ 
and credit, his fon always ſpeaks with great affection *, 
He died on the 8th day of Auguſt, 1756, at the age of 
fifty-four years, having loſt his wife in the preceding year, 
on the 21ſt of May, at the age of fifty-fivg, To the me- 
mory of both his parents, many years afterwards, this their 
ſon inſcribed a volume of Poems, as an humble and af. 
feclionate monument of their merit, and of his love. 


He was, when young, ſent to the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, and entered of Clare-Hall here he was ſoon 


tention to his ſtudies. About the 2oth year of his age he 
repaired to London, and commenced: author, ſupporting 


this he got acquainted with Mrs. Dodd. He was married 


Ia his“ Thoughts on the Glorious Epiphany,” he ſpeaks of 
bis parents in the following lines: 
4. Oh pleaſing re collection there 
« Our deareſt friends, by death relentleſs torn 
% From our embrace, joy ful ſhall we meet, 
„Immortal meet, io part no more !—The hope, 
«© Oh ye beloved AUTHORS of my birth, 
« Ye BEsT of PARENTS, who, midſt torments fierce 
« And cruel anguiſh, in my arms expir'd; | 
« The mournſul office while my trembling hands 
« Of cloſing your dear eyes perform'd—that hope 
| 6 That balmy hope ſooths my ſad ſou}, and dries 
2 The ſilent tear, that frequent from my eye k 
% Drops mournful on remembrance of your love: 
% That love, which ofer me from the cradle watch'd 


Ly manhood's dawn, ſolicitous and fond.” 


111 


5 ber ſixteenth year- without fortune, and without ex- 


rience. 5 ä A 

8 One of the firſt pieces which he gave the public appeared 
in the year 7% It was a Paſtoral, intituled, Diggon 
% Day Reſolution on the Death of his laſt Cow ;” and 
was written on the occaſion, and with a view to ſatisfy a 
friend that the diſtemper then reigning among the horned 
cattle had been accurately deſcribed by Virgil, This he 
executed in the following lines: 


% Pejected, firſt ſhe hung her drooping head, 
* Refus'd her meat, and from her paſtare fled ; 
« Then dull and languid ſeem'd her plaintive eye 
% Her breath grew noiſome, and her udder dry. 
« Erſt ſweet that breath as morning gales in May, 
And full udder as of light the day. 
c Scorch'd with perpetual thirit, ſhort ſighs ſhe drew, 
„ Furr'd was her 2 and to her mouth it grew ; 
« Her burning noſtrils putrid rhèums diſtill'd, 
And death's ſtrong agonies her bowels fill'd; 
Each limb contracted, and a groan gach breath; 
46 Loſt eaſe I wiſh'd her, and it came in death, 
4 Caſt out infected and abhorr'd hy all, 
* See how the uſeful and the beauteous fall ! 
© Not ev'n her ſkin---when living, ſleek and red, 
“ Can aught avail me, Colin, now ſhe's dead *,” 


This A* to be the firſt eſſot of his genius; at leaft, 
this is the which he gave to the public. In the nent 
year, 1748, we find he continued to cultivate his Muſe in 
{mall copies of verſes, as occurrences in domeſtic life gave 
occaſion to them . The year following, 1749, a very re- 
markable incident gave riſe to two Epiſtles:— The captain 


® Poems, 1767, p. 260. A ; 

+, See Poems, p. 159. An Ode occofioned by a young 

« Lady's laughing at me for flaying Fay an A¶embly. 
4 


And P · 161, «c A Tale, bocca oned b p ame von Z 4 
0 Sal. aber afted by & Hall. 
man, ; | | 


A 2 3 


—— * 
- 
* FRA 7 > thats — 
— 4 


—— 


rr _ 6969366 —— 


8 — 


(4) 


3 

of a trading veſſel, who uſed to uſed to traffick on the coaſt 
of Africa, went up the country, where he was introduced to 
a Mooriſh King, who had 40,000 men under his command. 
The Prince, being taken with the polite behaviour of the 
Engliſh, entertained them with the greateſt civility ; and at 
laſt repoſed ſuch confidence in the captain as to entruſt 
him with his ſon, about eighteen years of age, and another 
ſprightly youth, to be ——_ to England, and educated 
in the European manner. The captain received them with 
at joy and fair treatment; but baſely fold them for ſlaves. - 
Shortly after the wretch, whoſe name is not come down to 
us, died; and the ſhip coming to England, the officers re- 
lated the whole affair; on which the Government ſent to 
pay their ranſom, and they were brought to England, and 
put under the care of the Earl of Halifax, then firſt Com- 
miſſioner of Trade and Plantations, who gave orders for 
cloathing and educating them in a very genteel manner. 
They were afterwards introduced to the King, richly dreſ- 
ſed in the European manner, and very graciouſly received; 
and ſome months after were baptized at the Temple Church, 
by Mr. Terrett, Reader of the Temple, who undertook to 


inſtruct them in the Chriſtian Faith. During their ſtay in 


England, they frequently appeared at the Theatres, and- 
once were preſent at the repreſentation of Oroonoko, at 
Covent- Garden; where ſeeing perſons of their own colour 
on the ſtage, apparently in the ſame diſtreſs from which 
they had been 1o lately delivered, the tender interview be- 
tween Imoinda and Oxconafthd, who - was. betrayed by the 
treachery of a captain, his account of his - ſufferings, and 
the repeated abuſe of his placability and confidence, ſtrong- 
ly affected them with that generous grief which pure na- 
ture always feels, and which art had not yet taught them to 
ſuppreſs. The young Prince was ſo far overcome, that he 
was obliged to retire at the end of the fourth act. His 
companion remained until the concluſion, but wept the 
whole time}; a circumſtance which affected the audience ſtill 
more than the Play, and doubled the tears which were ſhed 
for Oroonolo and Imoinda. | : 
Upon this ſabje& —5 Dodd M the — L. yl 
1 wo Epiſtles, which were ſoon aitterwards pu n 
Wurm addreſſed 


(s) 


addreſſed to the Earl of Halifax. They will be allowed to 
poſſeſs conſiderable merit, We ſhall give the following ex- 
tracts as ſpecimens : | | 


4 Fix'd the dread VOYage, and the day decreed, 
„When duty's victim, love, was doom'd to bleed; 

«« Too well my memory can thoſe ſcenes renew, 

« We met to {igh, to weep our laſt adieu. 
«« That conſcious palm, beneath whoſ@owering ſhade 
4% 80 oft dur vows of mutual love were made; 
Where hope ſo oft anticipated joy, f 

« And plann'd of future years the beſt employ; 
That palm was witneſs to the tears we ſhed, 

«« When that fond hope, and all thoſe joys were fled. 
«« Thy trembling lips, with trembling lips I preſs'd, 
% And held thee panting to my panting breaſt, 

«« Our ſorrow, grown too mighyp to ſuſtain, 

«« Now ſnatch'd us, fainting, from the ſenſe of pain, 
Together finking in the trance divine, 
I caught thy fleeting ſoul, and gave thee mine. 
O] bleſt oblivion of tormenting care 

« O! why recall'd to life and to deſpair ? 

% The dreadful ſummons came to par. 


«« Nurtur'd in eaſe, a thouſand ſervants round 
« My wants prevented, and my wiſhes crown'd : 
% No painful labours ftretch'd the tedious day, 
& On downy feet my moments danc'd away. 

« Whene'er I loak'd, oſſicious courtiers bow'd: 
% Where'er I paſs'd, a ſhouting people croud ; 

« No fears intruded on the joys I knew, 

« Each man my friend, my lovely miſtreſs you. 
% What dreadful change! abandon'd and alone, 
« The ſhouted prince is now a flave unknown; 
« To watch his eye no bending courtiers wait; 
No haſting crowds proclaim his regal ſtate; 
CA ſlave condemn'd, with unrewarded toil, 

«« To turn, from morn to eve, a burying ſoil. 
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% At night I mingled with a wretched crew, 


They mock'd my ſufferings, and my pangFrenew'd :; 


* Such bliſsful ridings! they ſhall ſoon be thine, 


(61. 


e Fainting beneath the ſun's meridzan hee, 
« Rouz'd by the ſcourge, the taunting jeſt I meet: 
. - Thanks to thy friends, they cry, whoſe care recalls. 
«..c A Prince to life, in whom a nation falls!” | 
«© Unwholſome ſcraps my ſtrength but half ſuſtain'd, 
1 From corners glean'd, and even by dogs diſdain'd ; 


«© Who by long uſe with woe familiar grew; 
«© Of mannergbrutiſh, mercileſs, and rude, 


In groans, not ſleep, I paſs'd the weary night, 
« And roſe to labour with the morning light. 


| | go | 
« O] I have tales to tell of love divine 


long to tell thee, what, amaz'd, I ſee, 

«« What habits, buildings, trades, and polity ; 

«© How art and nature vie, to entertain 

In public ſhows, and mix delight with pain, 

«© O! Zara, here, a ſtory like my own, 

«© With mimic ſkill, in borrow'd names, was ſhown ; 
« An Indian chief, like me, by fraud betray'd, 

«« And, partner in his woes, an Indian maid, - 
« I can't recall the ſcence; *tis pain too great; 

« And, if recall'd; ſhould ſhudder to relate.“ 


To theſe extracts we ſhall only add the concluſion of 
Zara's anſwer to the Prince: 


«© Once more, O come! and ſnatch me to thy arms; 
6 Come, ſhield my beating heart from vain alazms ! 
«© Come, let me hang enamour'd on thy breaſt, 
«© Weep pleaſing tears, and be with joy diftreſt ; 
Let me ſtill hear, and ſtill demand thy tale, 
And, oft renew'd, ſtill let my ſuit prevail. 
Much ſtill remains to tell, and to enquire ; | 
« My hand ſtill writes, and writing prompts deſire ; 
c« My pen denies my laſt farewell to write; 
% Stull, ſtill, return,” my wiſhful thoughts indite. 5 


85 ——ů _ 


. C21 
Oh hear, my Prince, thy love, thy miſtreſs, call; 
« Think o'er each tender name, and hear by all, 
« Oh! pleaſing intercourſe of ſoul with ſoul, 
«« Thus while 1 write, I ſee, I claſp thee whole; 
« And theſe kind letters, trembling Zara drew, 
In every line ſhall bring her to thy view. 
ce Return, return; in love and truth excell ; 
« Return, I write ; I cannot add—farewell,” 


The year following, having made ſome progreſs in 
tranſlating the Hymns of Callimachus, he put forth pro- 
poſals for printing them. In this year. he continued in 
College during the vacation, and wrote a humorous mock 
Heroic Poem, publiſhed in quarto, entitled, © A Day of 
« Vacation at College,” deſcribing the manner in which 

2 College life paſſes at that ſeaſon of the year. This 
poem is dated 15thAuguſt, and was publiſhed in 155 1. The 
followiag lines: deſcribing the author's return home, after 
having wandered until prayer-time in ſearch of entertain- 
ment, will ſerve as a ſpecimen : 2 


6 The hour of prayer approaches: home J tend, 
« And as the ſilent melancholy court 
« Yawning I enter, chance a diſmal ſcrape, 
«© From hand of forlorn Fiddler, wounds my ear, 
% And to the ſcene adds horror. So the howl 
« Of triple-mouthed Cerberus, burſting dread 
«« 'Thro? the dullfilence of hell's awfub gloom, 
New terror ſtruck thro? pale Eneas' foul 
*« Dire woe begone, and made e'en hell more horrible.“ 


In this year, 1750, he tranſlated the eighteenth Book 
of Telemachus, as a ſpecimen of the whole work; but, 
as he himſelf ſays, was prevented from proſecuting it, by 
other and better employments, © Py 

Beſides the Poem betore-mentioned, Mr. Dodd appears 
to have publiſhed nothing in the year 1751, except an 
Elegy on the Death of Frederick Prince of Wales, Fa- 
ther of his preſent Majeſty, who died on the 2oth of 

March in that year. | | 2 

| It 


* (8) . 

It was either in the latter part of the year 1751, or che 
beginning of the ſubſequent one, that Mr. Dodd was 
ordained. He appears to have entered upon the profeſſion 
with a due ſenſe of the importance of it, and a reſolution 

faithfully and attentively to perform the duties which it 
required. In this year he publiſhed «© The Beauties of 
Shakeſpeare, regularly ſelected from each Play, in two 
Volumes, 12mo. dedicated to Sir George, afterwards Lord 
Lyttleton;“ and, at the concluſion of the Preface, re- 
ſigned all purſuits of the like kind, in the following words: 
For my own part, better and more important things 
c henceforth demand my attention; and I here, with no 
% ſmall pleaſure, take leave of Shakeſpeare and the Cri- 
« tics": As this work was begun and finiſhed before I en- 
«« tered upon the ſacred function, in which I am now - 
« happily employed; let me truſt this juvenile perfor- 
% mance will prove no objection, ſince graver, and ſome 
very eminent members of the church, have thought it 
«© no improper employ to comment, explain, and publiſh, 
«© the works of their own country poets,” Soon after his 
being ordained, he left Cambridge, having only taken the 
degree of Batchelor of Arts, and came up to London, 
where he was ſoon noticed as a very frequent and cele- 
brated Preacher, and in April obtained the LeQureſhip of 
. Weſt-Ham and Bow. . & ” 

At this period of his life he ſeems to have devoted his 
whole attention to the duties of that profeſſion which he 
had made choice of; and the ſucceſs which attended his 
endeavours was ſufficient to encourage him to continue the 
ſame ardour. He ſoon became a celebrated preacher ; 
wherever he was known to preach, the church was certain 
to be crowded with admiring and liſtening auditors. His 

. perſon was well calculated go command reſpect, his voice 
2 + mY and his manner of delivery elegant and con- 
vincing. He was then thought to lean much in favour of 


the ſentiments of Mr, Hutchinſon 4 ; and the, Methodiſts 
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* In his Sermon on Unity Recommended, ipeaking of the 
glaring want of Charity, diſcernible amongſt ſome of the Sefta- 
Ties, he adds this note: „It will eafily be underſtood, that 1 
“refer here to the notions of Mr. Huichiuſon; of which % 2 


- + (» 8 


— ww 


— Aa 


1. nance AQ a: <V 2» WS, oo 3 mo ©& 


'(g)' 


of the times were not without expectations of ſeeing him 
declare himſelf an eſpouſer of the doctrines of their ſect. 
In the year 1753, he publiſhed a poem, entituled, An 
Epiſtle to a Lady, concerning ſome impertant and meceſſary 


- Truths in Religion, Quarto ; in which he has drawn ſeveral 
Characters, and declares them to have been all real ones; 


in particular, he has contraſted the concluding ſcene in the 
lives of two perſons, one a Debauchee, the other a Lady 
to whom he has given the name of Urania, and whoſe 
death and long illneſs be ſays, I was myſelf. a witneſs 
« of, and am bound to declare, that any deſcription comes 
« ſhort of her heroic patience and meek reſignation.” 
This year he was alſo appointed Lecturer of St. James's 


. Garlickhith. 


Still continuing the ſame laudable courſe, his popularity 


continued to increaſe with his induſtry and application. 


He now prepared four Volumes of Sermons” for the 
on the Miracles and Parables, which were afterwards printed 


by ſubſcription ; and, about the year 1754, became Lec- 


turer of St. Olave's, Hart-ſtreet. In the year 1755, he 
publiſhed his 1 The Hymns of Callima- 
70 chus, tranſlated from the Greek into Engliſh Verſe, with 


explanatory notes: to which are added, Select Epigrams, 


« and the Coma Berenices of the ſame Author; Six 
« Hymns of Orpheus : and the Encomium of Ptolemy, 


«© by Theocritus.” This work was printed in quarto, 


and dedicated to the Duke of Newcaltle, by the recom- 
mendation of Dr. Keene, then Biſhop of Cheſter, - but 
now of Ely, who, having conceived a good opinion of 


Mr. Dodd at the univerfity, was defirous of aſſiſting him 


as a young man of abilities and character“. In this year 
he alſo publiſhed a Sermon, intituled. The Sinful 


bound to ſpetk with the greateſt candour and moderation, as 


having once entertained a more favourable opinion of them, 
than maturer judgment, and more impartial examination, ſuſfer 
* me at preſent to entertain. 


* Sowell eſteemed Mr. Dodd was by his Lordſhip, that, we 
have been informed, he ſome time afterwards recommended a 


near relation to be his aſſiſtant at Weſt-Ham, / 
3 | | « Chriſtian 


1 | 
« Chriſtian condemned by hi own Prayers, from Luke 


«_xix. 22. Preached at Weſt-Ham, and St, Olave's, Hart- 
« ſtreet.” 8 , 
The next year, 1756, he publiſhed, “ The Nature and 
«« Neceflity of Faſtin — om Subſtance of Two Ser- 
© mons, preached at Weſt-Ham and St. Olave's;“ and; 
in November, began to publiſh his courſe of Sermons on 
the Parables“. In 1757, he viſited Southampton; and 
there wrote, Thoughts on the Glorious Epiphany of 
« the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, a poetical Efſ-y,” publiſhed in 
uarto, 1758, with a dedication to Dr. Keene, Biſhop of 
helter. In the preface to it, he mentions the occaſion 
of writing it; and adds, This Poem is by no means 
«« calculated to pleaſe the gay, the thoughtleſs, the pro- 
« fane; to amuſe in a coffee-houſe, or murder a morn- 
te ing's tedious hour. Its ſubject is deep, ſerious, impor- 
e tant; ànd can be acceptable to none but the ſerious, and 
«© ſuch as are deſirous to obtain that better country; to all 
« of whom it is offered and inſcribed, recommended to 
e their patronage and protection, and by whom the author 
« ſincerely prays it may be found inſtructive, and a means 
* to kindle in their hearts greater love to their eternal 
«© inheritance.” The following lines are the beginning of 
the Poem, and a proper ſpecimen of it : 
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« Soft blew the tepid breeze, wafting fair Health, 

% The roiy nymph, from Hampton's beauteous bay: 
While onthe tea-green ſurface, poliſh'd ſmooth 

«& As Parian marble, play'd the golden beams O 
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* About this time Mr. Dodd printed the following ſmall pieces, 
intended to be diftributed amongſt the poor: 

The Church Catechiſm, explained after a new method; with 
Proof+ from Scripture, ſubjorned to every article TED 

An Earneſt Addreſs to his Pariſhioners, by Fy Miniſter of the 

Church of England, concerning the Neceſſity, Nature, Means, 

and Marks, of true Faith 1a Chriſt Jeſus. Defigacd principally 
ſor the Poor, | 05 . 3 

A Word of Advice.to Sureties in Baptiſm : being a ſhort Ex- 
tract from a Sermon on that _= | 

The Chriltian Sacrament and Sacrifice, extracted from Dr. Bre- 


vent, | | * of 


(1) _ 


„Of weltern Sol, gilding the glöomy groves 
That from the foreſts heights depend, and clothe 
« With leafy majeſty the ſhore : the hum , 7 
«© Mean while of buſy merchandize; the cry . 
« Of failors, light of heart; and the mixt din 
«© Of ſoldiers martial drum, and ſhrill-ton'd fife, 
« j uſt dying, on the diſtant ear confus'd. _ = 
« All nature ſmil'd, heav'n, earth, and ſta, conjoin'd » 
« Their beauties to exalt the glowing heart,” 


On the 11th of June in this year, he preached a Sermon, 
which he afterwards publiſhed, It was intituled, The 
« People's Duty when the Hoſt is gone forth againſt the 
« Enemy.” 8yo. And ſoon after gave the public a ſecond 
edition of his Beauties of Shakeſpeare. 

The author of the Rambler, in one of the papers of 
that celebrated work, having repreſented the deplorable 
condition of many miſerable wretches, who, through youth, 
inexperience, or paſſion, were led from the paths of virtue, 
and whoſe inclination might prompt them to forſake the 
coyrſe they were miſled into; but whoſe good intentions 
were fruſtrated by the want of an aſſylum to ſhelter.them- 
ſelves; it occaſioned many gentlemen to turn their atten- 
tion to this ſubject; and after ſeveral ſchemes had been of- * 
fered and canvaſſed, the plan of the preſent Magdalen 
Hoſpital was adopted, as liable to the leaſt objection, and 
moſt likely to way yo their benevolent deſign. Mr. Dodd 
was one of the firſt who undertook the ſupport of the in- 
fant charity; he wrote ſeveral well-timed and ſeaſonable 
papers in defence of it; he anſwered all the objections 
made to it; he procured ſubſcriptions frogy his friends, 
and offered his aſſiſtance to preach at the ehapel belonging 
to the Hoſpital. By theſe means the place ſoon became 
the faſhionable reſort of people of quality, and a great 
deal of money was collected at the doors, aud applied to 
theuſeofthecharity. The Hoſpital was firſt opened in Good- 
man's-fields, on the 1othof Auguſt, 1758, but has ſince been re · 
moyedtoSt. Georgeꝰs- fields. Ihe ſucceſs with whichit has been 

2 carned on is in a great meaſure to be aſcribed ro Mr. 


f | No. 107, 


Dodd's 
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Dodd's diligence and popularity, and it is to be hoped wilt 


not be injured by his misfortunes, The firſt annual -ſer- 


* 


mon before the Governors, was preached by him, at St, 
Laurence's Church, near Guildhall, on the 26th of April, 
1759, and afterwards printed, with a preface, containing 
an account of the inſtitution. In the beginning of this 
year he publiſhed in two volumes, 12mo. Biſhop Hall's Me- 
ditations, which he dedicated to Miſs Talbot. And, on 
the honour the Marquis of Granby acquired in Ger- 
many, he addrefled an Ode to the Marchioneſs, printed in 

varto, On Eaſter Monday he preached a Sermon, before 

e Religious Societies in and about London, at their an- 
nual meeting, in the pariſh church of St. Mary le Bow. 
It was entituled, Unity Recommended, in a Sermon on 
Ephefians Ch. iv. 3.“ In this ſermon he controverted the 


doctrines of the ſeveral Seftaries4 and in the preface, de- 


fended himſelf, with ſome warmth, from an imputation 
which had been thrown on him as a favourer of the doc- 


trines of the Methodiſts. 


From this aſperſion he ſeems to have taken ſome pains 


to clear himſelf. In 1760, be became the rw of 


% Original Letters between the Rev. Mr. ohn. Weéſley 
and Mr. Richard Tompſon, reſpecting the Doctrine of 


* Aſſurance, as held by the former, wherein that tenet is 


« fully examined, with ſome ſtrictures on Chriſtian Per- 
« feEtion.” He had, on the 20ta of September, 1759s 


- preached a Sermon at St. Martin's Church, Ludgate, 


fore the Company of Apothecaries, on The Wiſdom 
« and Goodneſs of God in the Vegetable Creation,“ 
which he printed in quarto; and being called upon to 
preach again before the ſame body at St. Anne's Black- 
Fryars, on the 48th of Sept. 1760, he publiſhed the Ser- 
mon, which was on the ſawe ſubject as the former. 

On the 27th. of Jan. 1760, he preached a Sefmon at 


the Chapelof the Magdalen Houſe, before his Royal High- 
. neſs Prince Edward, which was alſo publiſhed. The Chriſ- 
tian Magazine was ſet on foot in this year; and he be- 


came, if not the manager, at leaſt a very large contributor 


to it. | ; D 
Is 
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Dr, Squire, who was in the year 1760 appointed Biſhop 
of St. David's, had, in the year preceding, —— an 
excellent work, entitled, Indi ce for Religion in- 
«« excuſable.“ On the appearance of this performance, 
Mr. Dodd wrote a Sonnet “, addreſſed to the author, who 
was ſo well pleaſed with this mark of his attention, that 
ſome time after the Biſhop's elevation, in the year 1761, 
he appointed him his Chaplain. In that year he collected 


in 2 Vols. 12mo. a ſeries of Papers, entituled, ©* The 
« Viſitor,” which had been formerly printed in the Pub- 


lick Ledger; and alſo produced another piece againſt the 
Sectaries, called, A Conference between a Myſtic, an 
«« Hutchinſonian, a Calviniſt, a Methodiſt, and a Member 
ce of the Church of England, ang others; wherein the 
e tenets of each are freely examined and diſcuſſed,” 8vo. 
He alſo publiſhed ** An Account of the Riſe, Progreſs, 
and preſent State of the Magdalen Charity,” 8vo. to 
which were added his two Sermons, And in this year he 
was attacked himfelf by a Mr. Elliott, in a pamphlet cal- 
led, © St, Paul no Antinomian, or a Vindication of that 
« Apoſtle's Doctrine from the groſs Charge of Hereſy, 


* Fanaticiſm, and Licentiouſneſs, 8vo, An attack, hows * ; 


i 


ever, which he did not conſider of ſufficient conſequence to N 


merit any notice“. 


He was next year, 1762, called upon to preach a tend 79 


time before the Governors of the Magdalen Charity their 
anniverſary Sermon at St. George, Hanover Square, on the 
18th of March, Conſidering that the ſubject of this Ser- 
mon was one which he had bad ſuch frequent occaſion to 
enlarge upon before, it muſt be owned he acquitted him- 
ſelf of the taſk in a manner greatly to the credit of his 
abilities. On the zd October he preached und afterwards 
printed, a third Sermon at St, Ann's Black Fryars, before 


| Poems, p. 82. | 
* Tt is reported that the Earl of Halifax, who this year went 


Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, offered to appoint Mr, Dodd one of 
his Chaplains. It is unneceſſary to remark that this poſt always 


kingdom. 
the 


ehtitles the poſſeſſor of it io ſome conſiderable preferment in that 


* 
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the Company of Apothecaries, on the ſame ſubject as the 

two former. He alſo this year publiſhed © A familiar 

«© Explanation- of the poetical Works of Milton; to 

«« which is prefixed Mr, Addiſon's Criticiſm on Paradiſe 

66 — * with a Preface, 12 mo.“ 2 

is patron, Biſhop Squire, in the year 1763, ured 

for him the Prebe For Brecon. His * — — be. 
an to ſtand high in the world, and he meditated the de. 
gn of publiſſung a large Commentary on the Bible. In 
order to render this work more valuable, Lord Maſham 

133 him with the MSS. of the great Mr. Locke, 

und in his Lordſhip's library at Oates. Of theſe he ſe. 
lected a few, and publiſhed them in the Chriſtian Maga- 
© zine, particularly one on the Seventy Weeks of Daniel, in 
the month of June. is year alſo he publiſhed a work 
dedicated to the Earl of Bute, entituled, ** RefleRions on 

« Death,” in 12mo. which had before appeared in the 

ſame Magazine“. And on the zoth of October preached 

'a Sermon at Weſt-Ham ; of which a few copies were 

printed, but none ſold. The title of it was “ Youth 

7% difluaded from Vice,” dedicated to John Dorrein, 
Eſquire. b #4 i ; 

In the ſpring of the next year he accompanied Biſhop 
Squire to Brecknock ; and while there, as a mark of his 
grautude, wrote the following Ode, inſcribed to his bene- 
factor, expreſſive of the happineſs and tranquility he en- 

joyed in that agreeable retreat. 


„ «© Ops written in the walks at Brecknock. 
„ To Dr. Squire, Lord Biſhop of St. David's. 


I F 
Rude romantic ſhades and woods, 
4% Hanging walks and falling floods! 
% Now that guſh with foaming pride 
% Down the rough rock's ſteepy fide ; 


| * Ttis ſuppoſed that, in this year, the meaſures of Adminiftra- 
on received ſome ſupport from Mr. Dodd's pen: among other 
things, he is generally ſuppoſed to have been the author of“ A 


„Letter to the Right Hou, the Earl of Halifax on the * 
| | ow 


* 
_ . 


n 


«© Now that o'er the pebbles play, 
% Wintling round your filver way: 
« Mountains, that in duſky cloudy 
«« High your ſacred ſummits ſhroud ; 
« Whoſe variegated ſides adwurn * 
«« Fields, and Rocks, and groves, and com, 
« And whited cots, beſide the ſteep, 
« Where health and labour ſweetly ſleep ; 
« Hail, pleaſing ſcenes!” Amwnrtas cry'd, 
As by old“ Hundy's gurgling fide, 
In careleſs ſort his limbs he laid, 
The hoar hill hanging o'er his head. 
His harp of ancient Britiſh found lay by: 
He ſeiz d it rapturous; o'er the ſtrings 


His fingers lightly F, 
Whule thus his voice reſponſive ings : 


2. 
c From that celeſtial orb, where, thron'd in light, 
Thou dwell ft, of powers angelic firſt, and beſt; 
*« Oh lovely Gratitude ! divinely bright, 
« Deſcend, in all thy glowing beauties dreſt, 
„ Goddeſs come, and oh! 1mpart e 
« All thy ardors to my heart; | 
« Tune my harp, and touch my tongue, 
«© Give me melody and ſong : | 
« Softeſt notes and numbers bring, 2 
« Tis PALEMON that I ſing: 
«« Gratitude, exalt my lays, 
«« *Tis my benefactor's praiſe. 
© But where can or 8 or notes, 
GSufficiently pleaſing be found, 
« To expreſs the due ſenſe of his worth, oe 
Who my life with ſuch comforts hath crown'd, 
« He mark'd the ſmall flock which I fed, 
And my diligence gave him delight; 
% Young ſhepherd, I'll help you, he faid ; 
And he placu me till nearer his ſight, . 


A river which runs by Brecknock. 


© Then 
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© Then he gave me ſome ſheep of my on 
«© Oh could I the charge but improve! 

ce *T would ſhewthow I honour'd his gift, 
4% And would I could merit his love 

«© But ſooner this brobk at my feet 

- © Shall ceaſe in ſoft murmurs to flow; 

© Theſe mountains ſhall ſooner fink down 
To a plain with the vallies belbw ; 

% Than, mute to his praiſes, my tongue 
«« Shall ceaſe his lov'd name to reſound, 

© Or my heart to his favours ſo priz'd, 
Be ever inſenſible found. 2 

© Oh may the GREAT SHETR EAD of all 
«« His life with rich bleſſings increaſe ; 

% And ſweetly encompaſs him round 
Wich plenty, with health, and with peace. 

On all that partake of his board, | 
«. Behappineſs largely beſtow'd; _ 

% His wife be ſtill loving and kind 

% His children ſtill lovely and good l 

«© And---paſs'd his benevolent days 

„ *Midfſt elegant labours of love! 

*& Oh late, ye good angels, his ſoul 

_ « T9 the ſeats of the bleſſed remove!“ 

Thus Aurxr4s ſung pleas'd to his harp, 
With BR Zcox's white walls in his view: 
Many poets much ſweeter you'll find; 

No poet more honeſt and true, 


May, 1764. 


% 


He alſd wrote another ſmall poem, on a circumſtance 
which occurred during this vifit“; and this year publiſhed 
Comfort to the aſftidtad under every diſtreſs, with ſuitable 
« dens, 8v0. 7 


Poems, p. 193, a 1 . 
+ In this or the following Fear he printed a 2 intitul 
popery inconſiſtent with the natural Rights of in genera 


* and of Engliſhmen in particular,” 


Having 


4 © 
a __ 
; x 
Having diligently employed himſelf ſeveral years, in 
collecting materials and compiling a Commentary to the 
Bible, in the year 1765 he began to publiſh it, in weekly 
and monthly numbers. This laborious work was dedicated 
to Biſhop Squire, and continued to be regularly publiſhed un- 
til it was compleated in three volumes, folio. Beſides the aſ- 
ſiſtance of Mr. Locke's Manuſcripts, he was favoured with 
other helps by the loan of Manuſtripts by Doctor Waterland, 
Lord Clarendon, Gilbert Weſt, Doctor Church, and other 
celebrated writers. He had, a ſhort time before the com- 
mencement of this publication been appointed Chaplain 
to his Majeſty ; and 1n the execution of this office, it 1s 
ſaid, introduced an innovation at the Chaplain's Table at 
St. James's, by inviting ladies to dine there. 4 
On the 7th day of May, 1766, died his friend and pa- 
tron, Biſhop Squire; a man who appears to have held him 
in high eſtimation. He preached and printed a Sermon 
on the occaſion of his deceaſe, with a dedication to Mrs. 
Squire, dated 18th October; in which he obſerved, that, 
in great affliftions, there was a time when the attempt to 
conſole only aggravated diſtreſs, and the, language of pity 
ſerved but to increaſe the ſoul's anxiety ; that time alone 
could bring conſolation, and on that account he had for- 
borae ſo long the tender office he then undertook. After a 
long detail of the character and virtues of the Biſhop, he 
adds, “ It is with a melancholy ſatisfaQtiou that I pay this 
“little tribute, and drop a grateful tear over the good 
% Biſhop's memory; which I mult ever honour ; for I could 
5 ſooner forget myſelf, than the pleaſing diſtinction he 
gave me; than the friendly intercourte we lately en- 
| % zoyed ſo happily together; than the favours which he 
| „ beſtowed upon me in fo fatherly, ſo obliging, a manner; 
for what his Lordſhip ſaid of one of his patrons. was 
«« equally true of himſelf :--/o #ind and obliging was bis 
* manner in conferring favours, that it added a double plea- 
Jure to the receiver.” In the courſe of this year he gave 


- the pablic the. fifth «edition of My. Locks's Comman-place 
Book to the Holy BZh, in 4to. with improvements. He 
alſo went to Cambridge, and do his degree of Doctor of 


ö Laws. 


B E 


* | — 
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His next publication was a Colleftion of his Poems, 

egantly printed in 8yo. and this was followed by a Ser- 

on. preached. at St. James's, Weſtminſter, April gth, 
1767, before the Governors of the Small-Pox Hoſpital. 
It was intituled, * The Practice of Inoculation recom - 
mended  . - SIM 8 

From this time, until the year 1769, we find no publi- 
cation by him, In that year he tranſlated, from the French 
of M. Maſſillon, Biſhop of Clermont, Sermons preached 
before Louis XV. during his Minority. They were ealled 
5 Sermons on the Duties of the Great;“ and were in- 
ſcribed to the Prince of Wales. 


„ In 17714 he publiſhed his * Sermons to Young Men, 


«in three Vols.” 12mo;. Theſe he dedicated to his 
pupils, Philip Stanhope, now Earl of Cheſterfield, and 
Charles Ernſt, Eſquires. The thought of this publication, 
he acknowledges, was ſuggeſted by the Sermons to Young 
Women ; + but denies that he had imitated the manner 
of that mgenious writer; as he declares, that part of his 
work had been written long before; and concludes his 
dedication in this manner: Conſcious of the rectityde 
% of my purpoſe, and of my ſincere wiſhes to promote 
* the cauſe of Virtue and of Piety, Lfeel no ſolicitude 


* reſpecting their 3 but, with our favourite” Ro- 


** man (Cicero) ſhall always think I act a proper part, by 
„ applying my little abilities to the inſtruftion and im- 


. «© provement of our youth in duties of the greateſt mo- 
% ment to themſelves and others.“ 


In the beginning of 1772, he was preſented to the Live 
ing of Hockliffe, in Buckinghamſhire, Some time pre- 


ceding this period, he printed, in the || Chriſtian Maga- 


zine, a Paper, intitled, A Propoſal for the Relief of 
« Priſoners for Debt.” This laid the firſt foundation of 
the preſent Society for the releaſe of perſons confined in 
r0al for debts of a ſmall amount. In conſequence of it, 
everal gentlemen agreed to meet together for the purpoſe 
of receiving contributions; and in à ſhort time they were 
enabled to extend relief to multitudes, who otherwiſe muſt 
have dragged out a miſerable exiſtence, loſt to themſelves, 


+ By Dr. Fordyce. | February, 1764. 
and 
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4 
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35 and without benefit to the world. To Pr. Dodd's honour 
1. it muſt be allowed, that no pains were at any time with. 
n, held, and that every aſſiſtance was chearſu ly given 
l. him where it could promote any work of charity. He 
= was ever found ready, when called upon, and oftener as'a , 
volunteer, to forward the defigns of the benevolent. This 
i- year he preached a Sermon at the Chapels in Charlotte. 
ch Street and Bedford. Court, for the benefit of the before» 
ed mentioned charity, and afte rwarda publiſned it. About, 
4 the ſame time he printed a Sermon, intitled, ©* The Fre- 
n «« quency of Capital Puniſhments inconfſiſtent with Juſtice, 
644 — Policy, and Religion.“ 

On the 25th of April, 1773, he again exerted his ta- 
lents for the advantage of another charity, in a Sermon, 
intituled, Compaſſion to Infants enforced, preached at 
« the Church of Saint Martin in the Fields, before the _ 
« Preſidents and Guardians of the Diſpenſary for the 
4% Infant Poor.“ | | 

But before the publication of ſome of the Pieces we 
have mentioned, Dr. Dodd had quitted his Lectureſhips ad 
Weſtham, and in London, though held there in the higheſt , 
reſpect: Impatient of a ſituation which held out no proſ- | 
—1 of promotion, he quitted them to ſeek, as it might be 
ſuppoſed, for Court favour. Conſidering that Dr. Dodd 
had no family, that his Lectureſhips, and other prefer- 
ments, brought in a conſiderable income, it may be doubt- 
ed whether he acted with the true ſpirit of a miniſter of 
Chriſt, in quitting charges where, it is ſaid, he was emi- 
10 nently uſeful, and where he was bleſt with the eſteem and 
. reſpeQ of numbers. However this may be, it ſeems to 
4 have given riſe to his ruin. About this juncture the late 
'of Lord Cheſterfield, who preferred a poliſhed outſide to ev 
of thing, fixed on the Doctor, whoſe exterior was poliſhed, .. 
in abways conducting himſelf in a graceful and engaging 
it, manner, to be tutor to his couſin and heir. The Door 
oſe now took a ſumptuous houſe in Southampton Row, where 


At the end of this Sermon he added Propoſals for printing 
by Subſcription, ** LeQures on the Fitſt Epiſtle General of St. 
es, 0 John; wherein many of the moſt important Topics of Chriſe 

tianity are largely diſcuſſed, in two vols. 8yo. 
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he had ſeveral pupls beſides Lord Cheſterfield's heir, 

though, it is ſaid by ſome of the Doctor's friends, that 
Lord Cheſterfield did not procure him the number which 
he had promiſed him to do, | 1 5 

At no period of Dr. Dodd's life, it is ſaid, was he influenced 
by the rules of œconomy, tho? (if not carried beyond proper 
bounds) the moſt uſeful of all the virtues. This can ſcarce be 
diſputed, as the neglect of it has given birth to more crimes 
and misfortunes than have, perhaps, ariſen from any 
other ſource beſides, and of which the unhappy Doctor 
has g ven a moſt ſtriking example to be added to the nu- 
merous ones which had been before to warn the world; 
but how unavailing if the neceſſity of œconomy is not 

imbibed into the mind. It is aſſerted that the Doctor 
went to ſee, and ſaw the unhappy Perreaus go. to their 
execution. Who would have thought then that the Doc- ' 
tor would, in a few months after, become a like ſpectacle 
for the like crime? One would ſcarce think it poſſible that 
the impreſſion of ſo melancholy a fight could fo ſoon be 
efaced from the mind, that a man of the Doctor's under- 
ſtanding ſhould make no reflexions on it that ſhould deter 
him from committing the like crime ſo ſoon after. Let 
all who are living beyond their circumſtances tremble at 
this ſad and moſt ſtriking inſtance ! Let them not loſe a 
momear in retrenching their expences ; for in Dr. Dodd 


hey ſee an example which ought ever to be preſent to 


their mind, to what crime, and to what a fatal and deplo- 

rable end the negle@ of ceconomy may lead them. Hap- 

py if one is ſaved by it; the Doctor's death will not then 

be in vain: And ſuch, conſidering all the circumſtances of 
it, is the example, that it may reaſonably be hoped many 

may be ſaved by it. 

It is certain that, after his leaving his lectureſhips, and 
entering inc engagement with the late Lord Cheſterfield, 
he enlarged his acquaintance with the faſhionable world: 
and he appears to have entered into all the ſpirit of it. A 
mode of living far above the bounds of his income, and 
a fondneſs for ſplendor- and gaiety, was indulged. This, 
with a total inattention to all the maxims of prudence, 
ſoon embarraſſed his circumſtances, and he had recourſe to 
almoſt any means to get rid of the difficulties which preſſed 


upon 
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upon him for the preſent moment. May it ever be re- 
membered, from the very ſtriking example of Dr. Dodd, 
that an — man, who lives beyond the bounds of 


his circu ces, ſoon loſes the ſenſibility which is the 
guardian and protector of his honour. He acquires a habit 
of trifling with engagements which _ to be held ſacred, 
and feels no 4 at diſmiſſing his creditors without 
payment of their demands, and ſometimes even without 
an apology. W912 Jl 

Whenever a perſon leaps the pale which delicacy” pre- 
ſcribes in affairs of this nature, with certainty it may be 
ſaid, that when he has learnt to neglect the cenſure of the 


world, every deviation from the rule of right becomes eaſy - 


and familiar to him, and he acts tHat without reluctance, 
which, if he caſts a retroſpect to the ſenſations he felt be- 
fore he firſt learnt to conſider a ſlight departure from his 
word as trifling, he would have reflected upon with hor- 
ror. The gradation, from the loweſt to the higheſt crime, 
1s more imperceptible than 1s generally ſuppoted ; _ 
and apparently trifling departures from the diftates-of ho- 
nour, and the ſanctity of engagements, ſoon become fa- 
miliar to the imagination; and as they ceaſe to be objects 
of diſguſt, they Non loſe their quality of creating dread 
and apprehenſion, When this happens to be the ſtate of a 
perſon's mind, he will feel little reluctance at availing him-, 
ſelf of any means which may offer to extricate him from 
an embarraſſing ſituation ; and, having quieted his con- 
ſcience by the ſophiſtry of his having no intention to de- 
fraud, he ſoon concludes that he may fin with impunity, 
and eſcape deteCtion. b T 

The firſt ſcheme the Doctor fell upon to ſupport his 


extravagant living, was building a chapel in Charlotte. 
ſtreet, the expence of building of which he contracted with, 


the builder to pay for by anauities, or annual payments, 


Though the income from this chapel, which the Doctor 


eres. in, was conſiderable, yet it is ſuppoſed not to 
ave anſwered his expectations. The next ſcheme the 
Doctor fell upon was, to endeavour to bribe the Lord 
Chancellor to preſent him to the rich living of St. George's, 


Hanover-Square, which no doubt the Doctor thought to 


improve by the voluntary contribution from the rich and 
polite 


— I 
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polite audience which attend there, by his engaging man- 
ner of preaching. | N 


This living having become, or being. likely ſoon to be- 


come vacant, and being in the git of the Lord Chancel- 
lor, an anonymous letter was ſent to the Lady of that 


Nobleman, offering a ſum of money, if, through her means, 


Dr. Dodd was appointed to it. As the letter was without 
name, no diſcovery could be made to fix the charge on 


him ; but by a compariſon of the writing with others, it, 


on examination, furniſhed evidence ſufficient to prove that 
he was, if not principal in this extraordinary compoſition, 
at leaſt acquainted with the contents. He now diſcovered 
the futility of his ſcheme, and ſet up a defence, which was 
calculated to impreſs a {ti} more unfavourable opinion of 
him. He is ſaid to have laid the blame entirely on Mrs, 
Dodd, and to have declared that the application. was made 
wholly without his knowledge or participation, Theſe 
declarations obtained no credit; for the letter was given 
to the Chancellor, and by him laid before his Majeſty, 
with all the circumſtances attending it. The conſequence 
ſoon. followed: His. Majeſty commanded. that Dr. Dodd's 
name ſhould be ſtruck out of the liſt of his chaplains ; and 
Dr. Halifax was appointed in his ſtead, This was the 
leaſt puniſhment; the preſs ſoon began to teem with ſatire 
and invective, and obliged the Doctor to publiſh: the fol- 
lowing ſhort letter in the St. James's Chronicle: 


% Mr. Baldwin, AD 

« May I earneſtly, intreat, through the channel- of your 
« paper, that the candid Public would ſuſpend their ſen- 
«« tence in my caſe. Under the preſſure of circumſtances 
« excceding)y adverſe, and furniſhed with. no: proofs of 
«© innocence but what are of a negative nature, there is 
x lett for me at preſent no mode of defence but that of 
tan appeal to a life paſſed in public ſervice, and an irre- 
«« proachable attention to the duties of my function. How 
«« 1mpoſlible it is to oppoſe theſe to the torrent of popular 
„ iavective, the world will judge: It is hoped, however, 

«© that time will, ere long, put ſome circumitances-1n my 
% power, which will lead to an elucidation of: this affair, 

4 * | „ evince 
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© evince.to the ſatisfaction of mankind my integrity, and | 


% remdve every Ul” impreſſion with regard to the proceed- 
« ings which have jultly incenſed a moſt reſpectable Per- 
« ſonage, and drawn ſuch misfortunes upon me. 


« I am, Sir, Oe. 
Queen- Street, 


Feb. 10, 1774. 5 WILLIAM DODD,” 


However, this elucidation, which was to evince, to the 
ſatisfaction of mankind, his integrity, never appeared. 
And Mr. Foote made the matter a fubject of ridicule at the 
Theatre in the Hay- market, where Mrs. Dodd was intro- 
duced in the character of Mrs. Simony in the Play of 
The” Cozeners, However, his pupil, Lord Cheſterfield, 
who, was became of age by this time, preſented him to the 
living of Winge, in Buckinghamſhire, in the winter of 
1774, and likewiſe appointed bim one of his at 
And the DoQtor, about this time, probably not without a 
view of effacing the ill impreſſions which the world had 
received by means of his extraordinary application to the 
Logg Chancellor, placed himſelf fend in the ſupport 


of ſome newly-inttituted charities, One of them, viz. 


that for the relief and diſcharge of perſons impriſoned for 


ſmall debts, he had been the frſt promoter of, and now be- 
come the zealous and able advocate for, and ſupport of it. He 


regularly attended the meetings of the Society; he ſolicit- 
ed ſubſcriptions for the benefit of it, and 2 a ſer- 
mon before the Governors, which he 


ate of the Society. He alſo preached a Sermon in re- 
commendation of the plan for recovering perſons appa- 
rently drowned, a charity that hath been attended with a 
conſiderable ſhare of ſucceſs. About this period he alſo 
was appointed Chaplain to the Free Maſons, and printed a 
Speech made by him on laying the foundation-ſtone of a 
building in Great Queen-ſtreet, belonging to them. 

All this tune, and. though his — Ne increaſing bis 
circumſtances had miſcarried, the Doctor went on in his 
extravagant manner of living, till at length he was under 
the neceſſity of confining himſelf, except one day in the 
week, when he could not be atreſted ; and an attempt, it 

3% 1s 


oon afterwards 
rinted, with. an account of the riſe, progreſs, and preſent , 
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(24) * | 
is ſaid, was once made to relieve him from his difficulties 
by a commiſſion of bankruptcy. Happy it might have 
been had this taken place. His ſituation became noto- 
rious ; but he ſtill continued to live in the ſame expenſive 
manner, and demands were made upon him in ſo preſſin 
a manner, that he at laſt found himſelf obliged to ſearc 
for means to anſwer them. He at length fixed on forg- 
ing the name vf Lord Cheſterfield to a bond for 42001, 
and that ſum was obtained upon it. ES 
The particulars are too well known to need being re- 
| peated z we ſhall therefore only obſerve, that by the order- 
ing of the Divine Providence, ſuch trivial circumſtances 
lead to the detection of crimes, that no man can have jult 
grounds to think he can ſo cunningly commit crimes as to 
revent the detection of them, A ſmall blur in a fingle 
letter in the bond led to the diſcovery of this affair, by an 
application to Lord Cheſterfield to have another bond 
ſigned; though Mr. Manly declared on the trial=that he 
could fee no end it could anſwer to give him any reaſon or 
cauſe to ſuſpect it was a forgery ; however, he thought it 
roper to ſhew the bond to his client, Mr. Fletcher, who 
had lent the money on it. Mr. Fletcher does not appear 
to have been ſtruck with it; but ſaid he thought it would 
be beſt to write over a new bond, and wait upon Lord 
Cheſterkeld with it.--Thus by fo very minute a circumſtance 
was the detection made; the Judge on the trial ſaid he 
thought it a Srovidential one. | 
Another obſervation, or refleftion, worthy of being at- 
tended to is, in what a ſituation he who has committed a 
crime is, and muſt neceſſarily be: he ſtands in jeopardy 
every hour: he is every moment ſubject to have his joy 
turned into the bittereſt woe: his pleaſure into the moſt 
exquiſite anguiſh. | . * 

t is ſaid that the Doctor at the moment the officers were 
at—the_door to apprehend him, was enjoying himſelf at 
table with his gay companions. What a dreadful change 
and ſhock muit it have been, when the officers entered | 
It was ſo, indeed, to the Doctor —— Fearfulneſi and trem- 
bling came upon him, and horror overwhelmed him + his heart 
was pained within him, and the terrors of death came upon 
him. Pangs took hold upon him, as the pangs of a _—_— 
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that travaileth. Hs was bewed down at the hearing of it : 
he was diſmayed at the ſeeing of it--the day of his pleaſure 
was turned into fear unto him. 

May this dreadful, but juſt picture, of the guilty Dr, 
Dodd, ſtrĩke the imagination, and affect the heart of every 
one who feels even the Rintelt thought, or ſlighteſt diſpoſition 

in him to any crime; nay, of evety one who is going on in 

a courſe of living beyond their circumſtances. 
When Dr. Dodd was committed, the papers teemed every 

day with his praiſe, of the great good he had done, and 

with leſſening or palliating his crime. The following verſes 

app ſoon after his tommitment to Wood-ſtreet Comp- 

2 cole He Few of ** Verſes by oy unhappy Priſoner,” | 
te mt ompter, in all the papers, and were 4 

univerſally attrtb n F | 


uted to the Doctor himſelf : 


AMIDST confinement's miſerable gloom, 
Midf the lone horrors of this wretched room; p 
What comforts, gracious Heaven! doſt thou beſtow _ 
To ſoothe my ſorrows, and conſole my woe 1 | 
A wife, beyond the firft of woman-kind; f 
Tender, attach'd, and e' en to death reſign'd. 4 
Dear youthful friends, in life's Se | 
As children zealous to exert each power: 
Men ſkilled in wiſdom's moſt ſagacious lore, 
Solicitous to aid, to ſavereſtore l * 1 
Lawyers and counſellors, without a fee, | 
| 
| 


o 


Studious to guide, direct, and ſet me free! 
Nay---from the men I falſely doom'd my foes, 
The ready offer of all ſervice flows: 

While gratitude, in guiſe unknown, draws nigh, 
Says “ I was kind,” and tenders her ſupply ! 
Above the reſt, my keepers, footh'd to grief, 
With ſympathetic pity give relief : 

Treat as a gueſt the ſufferer they revere, 

And make it even tranquil to be here | 
Great God of mercy ! if amidſt my woes | 
A ſtream of ſuch peculiar comfort flows; 
Flows full, flows ay fc thy care divine, 
May 1 not humbly, 15 Lord, reſign; 


Ad 
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And truft the iſſue to thy care alone? 
| Yes, Lord, I truſt:“ O may thy will be done!“ 


After the trial, in which the Doctor was found guilty on 
the cleareſt evidence, the moſt virulent reflections were caſt 
upon all concerned in it, the Court, Jury, &c. in an account 

of the trial, publiſhed, as it may be ſuppoſed, by ſome of 
the Doctor's friends; and he himſelf publiſhed the follow. 
ing addreſs in all the papers: 


— 

Pr. DODD begs leave to preſent his moſt ſincere and 
grateful acknowledgements to thoſe many ſympathizing 
friends, who have been ſo kind as to think of him in his 
diſtreſſes, and to aſſure them, that though his mind was too 
much engaged and agitated with — and important 
buſineſs, during his confinement in Wood-ſtreet, to admit 
the kind favour of their proffered viſits, he ſhall now. be 
happy, at any time, to receive their friendly and Chriſtian 
conſolation. | f | : 

Perfectly at eaſe with reſpect to his fate, and thoroughly 
refigned to the will of God, he cannot but feel a compla- 
cency in the ſtriking humanity which he has experienced; 
and while he moſt earneſlly entreats a continuance and in- 
creaſe of that! Spirit of prayer, which he is told is pour. 
ed forth for him,” he cannot omit to aſſure all thoſe,” who 
by letter or otherwiſe have expreſſed their ſolicitude on his 
behalf, that conſcious of the purity of his intention from 
any purpoſe to do injury, and happy in the full proof of 
that intention, by having done no injury to any man in 
reſpect to this unfortunate proſecution, he fully repoſes him- 
ſelf on the mercies of his God, and has not a wiſh to live 

or die, but as life or death may tend to the glory of that 
God, and the good of mankind.” | 

Feb 27, 1777 f 0 | 

The following anſwer 17 ig to this in the Londoa 
Chronicle, addreſſed to the Doctor: | 

| To DOCTOR DODD.. 
SIR, | 

THOUGH the verſes which, have appeared in the papers 

under the title of Written by an unbappy Priſoner, and dated 
— : : from 


f 


— — © US tw 


„ 


3 


„F /// ĩͤ% ĩ˙ é 


PF 


(27) 


| from the Compter, have appeared to. me moſt highly dero- 


gatory to the honour of God, as making him, if not a fa- 
vourer of crimes, a peculiar favourer of criminals ; as deſ- 
troying all difference between good and evil ; nay, giving, 
as it were, the preference to evil, and of conſequence, in 


their tendency, highly prejudicial to Society; yet, as you 


did not put your name to them, I did not think I had a 


night to addreſs myſelf to you on them. But as you have 


now affixed your name to ſomething extremely fimilar to 
them, which I have ſeen in the London Chronicle of Sa- 
turday March 1, & think it my duty, as an adorer of God, 


and conſequently obliged to vindicate his pertections to the 


very utmoſt of my power, as a lover of virtue and integrity, 


and thinking it of the utmoſt importance to r it un- 
of ſociety, 


corrupted among mankind ;-and, as a mem 
bound to o every thing which manifeſtly tends to in- 


jure it; for theſe reaſons, Sir, I think it my duty to lay 
before the public ſome, as I think, juſt and neceſſary ob- 


ſervations on your addreſs, | | 

Firſt, Sir, there is no truth which we can be more cer- 
tain of, either from our reflections or revelation, than that 
God is true, that he cannot Jye ; conſequently every lye muſt 
be contrary to his nature; and he cannot approve of, much 
leſs be a peculiar favourer f any rational being who utter- 


eth a lye, But, Sir, a forgery of any kind, under any cir- 


cumſtances, under any pretence, is a lie of the moſt aggra« 
vated and prejudicial nature ; and I will venture to ſay, 
Sir, there is not a line Vor a fact throughout the Scriptures, 
to juſtify a lye of any kind upon any pretence whatſoever, 
or let the intention be what it will; and it is very frequently 


ſpoken of as an abemination to God. But, Sir, have you 


either in your defence, or your addreſs, expreſſed any con- 
trition for this? Have you called upon your praying friends 
to entreat that God would give you a due ſenſe of your 


crime, and true repentance ? No, Sir; on the contrary, you 


have, in all you have faid and written, palliated it; nay, - 
juſtified it; for indicating your being in perfect peace and 
favour with God, without expreſſing your repentance, is to 
Juſtify what you have done. With reſpect to your excuſe, 
Sir, the Hon. Judge on your trial, with great juſtneſs, but 
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at the ſame time tenderneſs, made an obſervation which 
does him honour, though he has ſince, by ſome of your 
friends, been ſcurrilouſly vilified for it, He obſerved, $ Sir 
2 excuſes of the kind as made were to weigh. in 
5 of the Jury, it would bt a defence ffor criminals — 
4700 and ſpecies, . hi, | eb think, ought to haye raiſed 
ſuch a reflection in fr to have prevented your 
publiſhing an ad to yay 8 oblic, which Bats at leaſt, 3 
1 2 to encourag e fraud and wrong of . 10 
nat young men, Sir, £ rom the princi * ur ad- 
ach, be excited to Nu o ſecretly e ers, un- 
der an idea of a purity of itentian that they will repay it 
when they are out of their time, and become able to do it. 
May not clerks be excited by it to with their maſters 
caſh into the Alley, with the purity 0 „ Sk, of repay- 
ing it fully when they gain what they expect. May not 
every man involve his Ae hbour and friend in the greateſt 
diſtreſs and ruin; and all atisfy themſelves by the example 
and _— of the pious Dr. Dodd, that they have done 
no harm, for their intentions were pure; nayz flatter them- 
\ Gees: that th Bey are, notwithſtanding, the peculiar favourites 
God; for ped you inſinuate in ygur addreis that you are. 
he Honcurable Judge Pap vour trial, told your Jury, 
Whether you aueulſ ever have been able t mate reftitution, did 
gat then appear. It was therefore incumbent on you, before 
yau offered to talk to the public again of the purity of 
your. — to have ſhown ho you were in ability of 
making reſtitution. But Slowing o though, as the Jadge 
Ts pee is no ar ane 05 ity — therp nat a high 
done in b ue Pon a YOU e and con · 
pup} — g one for Wbaſe 
hanour you profeſs the 1 regard; for had you even 
. back the r the diſgrace of taking up fuch a 
and 1 in ſuch a 3 10 8 mop for ever haue reſted upon 
bis Lordſh No you call this no Injury, Sir? You muſt 
have no 505 cate ſe lity if yo do not hold it to be a 
one. Have you done no i yury, | Sir, that there is no 
et reſtitution or reparation to be made for? Have 
yau not brought a friend, Sir, Mr, Robinſon, through a 
En, trult in your integrity, oa commitment ay and 
ying 


* (2) | | 
lying in Newgate, on a charge of a capital crime; to a 
5 loſs of buſineſs, and perhaps, however much 


without any juſt reaſon, to a loſs of character? Does the 


putity of your intention leſſen the injury to him? or is it 
poſſible for you to make him, if he is a man of ſenſibility, 
an equal reparation ? But do you, Sir, in your Addreſs tothe 


Public, expreſs the leaſt tittle\ of compunction for having: 
On the contrary, you not 
only boaſt of hnν,jm0 uriiy of intention from any purpeſt to 


committed all theſe injuries? 


do injuries, but that you art happy in the full proof of that 
intention, by having done nv injury to any man in re/þe to 
this unhappy proſecution, as you are pleaſed to phraſe it, 
Few, very few, I hope, Sir, under your circumſtances, 
would preſume to ſpeak in fo bold a manner. One man, 
at leaſt, in this affair, Mr. Robinſon, you have very eſſenti- 
ally injured; and have you not injured all mankind as far 
as your example reaches? by the _—_ you have ſet of 
committing a crime, which, if general 
bring on the greateſt injuries, and take away all ſafety aud 
ſecurity from ſociety: an example the more likely to be 
pernicious, conſidering the facred character you bore, and 


the bold manner in which you have palliated, and, in # 


22 even juſtified it. But to confine your expreſ- 
on to what, perhape, you more particularly point at, the 
reſtitution you made, Mer you were in cuſtody : Can 
any one but yourſelf, Mthink a reſtitution, made under the 
terror of death, and with the hopes of ſaving your life, a 
reſtitution proceeding from juſtice and repentance ? Can 
any one conſider this as a full proof of your intention to 
do no injury ? Nay, unleſs all your debts were paid, you 


committed an act of injuſtice in this reſtitution ; as yo 
aſſigned for it that which was, in ſtrict juſſice, not your's 


to aſſign. Have you done no injury to the community at 
large, by ſetting an example of * ſo according to the 
faſhion of this world, tho? you are a Minifter of Chrif,whot 
ved not according to it, as to engage you to commit æ 
erime to ſupport it? Do you not know, Sir, that living a- 
bove circumſtances is the prevailing vice of the age, and 
bids fair to extinguiſh every virtue among us, and bring at 
laſt an unĩverſal ruin on the nation? Was it not, therefore, 
your duty, as a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, to live within 
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your income, which, I am told, was very confiderable ?— 
Theſe obſervations I beg leave, Sir, to recommend to your 
ſerious attention, as well as to the public.-—The writer of 
this 1s wholly unacquainted with-Dr. Dodd, or any of his 
friends: he is as wholly unacquainted with any one con- 
cerned in the proſecution, therefore can be influenced by 
no partial motives. He has been induced ſolely by a ve- 
neration for God, who, he thinks, cannot poſſibly be more- 
diſhonoured than by a piety, whethepreal or feigned, 
which aſſumes a peculiar ſhare in his Tow, though juſt 
reeking with vices of the moſt prejudical nature to mankind ; 
and by a regard to ſociety, which he is perſuaded muſt and 
will ſuffer, whenever any thing is ſubſtituted among them, 
as recommending them to the peculiar favour of God, 1n- 
dependent of the ſtriteſt regard to integrity, and the con- 
ſtant exerciſe of truth and righteouſnefs, in all their deal- 
ups with one another. He wiſhes not to extend this far- 
ther than Dr. Dodd's addreſs has been ; and therefore 
ſends it only to the London Chronicle, in which he has 
ſeen it ; but hopes the Printers of the other Papers, who 
have inſerted that, will look upon it as a duty they owe to 
the Public to inſert this, to prevent the pernicious influence 
that may poſſibly ariſe from the other. — No anſwer was 
ever given to this, 3 5 
Between the time of the Noa, being found guilty, ' 
and the Judges deciſion on the e ha t in, in reſ- 
pect to Mr. Robinſon's evidence, the utmoſt induſtry was 
uſed to repreſent Dr. Dodd's as a hard caſe, and his con- 
viction as ſupported by influence, unwarrantable, illegal, 
and unprecedented evidence. The moſt artful means were 
uſed to arouſe the paſſions of mankind in the Doctor's 
favour, tho' reaſon and juſtice pleaded againſt him. 

It might have been reaſonably expected that the 
unanimous opinion of twelye Judges, that the finding of 
the bill was right, and according to law, that Lewis Robin- - 
ſon was a competent witneſs, that the proceedings upon 
the 8 were legally had, and that the criminal was 
thexeupon duly convicted according to law, would have 
totally ſilenced theſe pleas for the Doctor. But nothing 
reaſonable was to be heard; and, to the aſtoniſhment of 
ofevery unprejudiced and reflecting mind, W 


fe 
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cil of the City of London was called, to prefent a petition 
in favour of the Doctor. There was ſo great an impro- 
priety in this, that when the report firſt came abroad that a 
CommonCoauncil was to be called for the A unpre- 
judiced or conſiderate perſon gave the leaſt credit to it. How 
little they had to urge that the juſtice of the law ſhould nor 
take place, will appear from their own petition, which 
plainly ſhews that they had nothing to ſay the leaſt to 
the purpoſe ; and that after the competency of Mr. Robin- 
ſon's evidence, and the legality of the whole proceedings 
againſt the Doctor, had been fully eſtabliſhed by the unani- 
mous opinion of the t@yelve Judges, they had not the leaſt 
ground for preſenting —_ which will appear from a 
= conſideration of the Doctor's own pleas for mercy,” as 
delivered — when he was found guilty, and when he 
3 ſentence.— His defence upon his trial was as fol- 
lows : 


Upon the evidence which has this day been produced 
« againſt me, I find it very difficult for me to addreſs 
* your Lordſhips: There is no man in the world, my 
„Lords, who has a deeper ſenſe of the heinous nature of 
the crime, for which 1 ſtand indicted, than myſelf; I 
view it in all its extent of malignancy towards a com- 


* 


'  ** mercial ſtate like ours. But, my Lords, I humbly ap- 


66 prehend, though no Lawyer, that the moral turpitude 
and malignity of the crime, both in the eye of the 


'* law, of reaſon, and of region, conſiſts in the inten- 


* tion, I am informeg, my Lords, that the act of Par- 
*« hament, on this heat, runs perpetually in that ſtile, 
« with an intention to defraud > Such an intention, my 
Lords, and Gentlemen of the Jury, I believe has not 
been atrempted to be proved upon me; and the con- 
** ſequences that have happened, which have appeared 
*« betore you, ſufficiently prove, that a perfect and ample 
«« reſtitution has been made. I leave it, my Lords, to 
* you, and you, Gentlemen of the Jury, to conſider, that 
if an unhappy man, of any kind, ever deviates from 
« the law of right, yer, if in the ſingle firſt moment of 
«« recolleCtion, he does all he can to make a full and per- 
« fect amends, what, my Lords, and Gentlemen of the 
Jury, can God and man deſire further? My _ 
| cre 
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there are a variety of little circumſtances, tov tedious 
«« to trouble you with, with reſpect to this matter. Was 
«© I to give a looſe to my feelings, I have many things to 
«© ſay, which I am ſure you would feel, with reſpet to me. 
But, my Lords, as it appears on all hands, as it appears, 
«6 Gentlemen of the Jury, in every view, that no injury, 
«« intentional or real, has been done to any man upon tho 
«« face of the earth; I hope that, therefore, you will con- 
«« fder the caſe in its true tate of clemeney. I muſt ob. 
* ſerve, and your Lordſhips I am ſure, though I have met 
« with all candour in this Court, yet, I have been purſued 
« with _ cruelty, 1 have been profecuted after 
« the moſt expreſs engagements, after the moſt ſolemn 
4 aſſurances, after the moſt deluſive, ſoothing arguments 
« of Mr, Manley: I have been profecuted with a cruelty 
e« ſcarcely to be paralleled. A perſon, avowedly criminal 
« in the ſame indictment with myſelf, has been brought 
forth as a capital witneſs againſt me ;—a fact, I be. 
lieve, totally unexampled. y Lords, ge as I 
am with iniamy, loaded as I am with diſtreſs, ſunk un- 
« der this cruel proſecution, your Lordſhips, and Gentle» 
« men of the Jury, cannot think life a matter of any va- 
„ lue to me. No, my Lords, I ſolemnly proteſt, that 
death, of all bleſſings, would be the moſt pleaſant to 
« me after this pain. I have yet, my 811 have yet 
ties which call upon me, ties which render me deficous 
"i «< even to continue this miſerable exiſtence ! I have a wife, 
- ' « my Lords, who, for twenty-ſefen years, has lived an 
«. unparalleled example of conjuga! attachment and fideli. 
e ty; and whoſe behaviour, during this trying ſcene, 
. will draw tears of approbation, I am ſure, even from 
« the: moſt inhuman. My Lords, I hope I don't exceed 
„% in what I fay, My Lords, J have creditors, honeſt 
« men, that will loſe much by my death: I hope, for the 
« ſakeof juſtice towards them, ſome mercy will be ſhewn 
« to me; and if, upon the whole, theſe conſiderations at 
« all avail with you, my Lords, and you, Gentlemen of 
« the Jury ; if, upon the moſt partial ſurvey of the mat- 
4 ter, not the ſlighteſt intention of injury can appear to 
«« any one; and I folemnly declare, it was in my power 
* to replace it in three months: of this I aſſured 1 
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“ {on frequently, and had his folemn affurances no maa 
4 ſhould be privy to it but Mr, Fletcher and himſelf : 
« and if no injury is done to any man upot the earth, I 
«« then, hope, I truſt, 1 confide myſelf in the tenderneſs, 
« humanity, and protection of my country.“ 5 


When he was brought to the bar to receive ſentence, and 
aſked what he had to alledge why Judgement ſhould not 
be pronounced againſt him, he addrefled the Court ig the, 
following terms: 52 

«« My Lord, ; 

I now ſtand before you a dreadful example of human 
e infirmity, I entered upon public life with the expecta- 
* tions common to young men, whole education has been 
4 liberal, and whoſe abilities have been flattered : and, 
*« when I became a Clergyman, conſidered myſelf as not 
« impairing the dignity of the order. I was not an idle, 
« nor, I hope, an «/e/:/5 miniſter, I taught the Truths 
« of Chriſtianity, with the zeal of conviction, and the 
« authority of innocence, My labours were approved; 
«© my pulpit became popular; and I have 7 64 to be- 
« leve that, of thoſe who heard me, ſome have been 
« preſerved from fin, and ſome have been reclaimed. — 
« Condeſcend, my Lord, to think, if theſe conſiderations 
* aggravate my crime, how much they muſt embitter my 
« puniſhment ! 8 

«« Being diſtinguiſhed and elevated by the confidence 
de of — ary I had too much confidence in myſelf : 
« and, thinking my integrity, wha: others thought it, 
« eſtabliſhed in fincerity, and fortified by religion, I did 
«© not conſider the danger of vanity, nor ſuſpect the de- 
« ceitfulneſs of my own heart, The day of conflict came, 
„in which temptation ſurpriſed and overwhelmed me, 
«« [ committed the crime, which I intreat your Lordſhip 
«« to believe that my conſcience hourly repreſents to me 
« in its full bulk of miſchief and malignity. Many have 
% been overpowered by temptation, who are now among 
1% the penitent in Heaven. | © es. 

% To an act, zow waiting the deciſion of vindictive 
*« Juſtice, I will not preſume to oppoſe the counterbalance 
«« of almoſt thirty years—a great part of the life of man — 

[ G 64 paſſed 
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paſſed in exciting and exerciſing charity; in reliev- 
ing ſuch diſtreſſes as I now feel; in adminiſtering thoſe 
conſolations which I now want, I will not otherwiſe 
extenuate my offence, than .by declaring, what I hope 
will appear to many, and which many circumſtances 
make probable, that I did not intend to be finally frau- 


dulent; nor will it become me to apportion my own 


puniſhment, by alledging that my ſufferings have been 
not much leſs than my guilt, ; 


„ I have fallen from reputation, which ought to have 


cc 
cc 


cc 


ce 
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made me cautious; and from a fortune, which ought to 
have given me content. .I am ſunk at once into poverty 
and ſcorn : my name and my crime fill the ballads in 
the ſtreets ; the ſport of the thoughtleſs, and the tri- 
umph of the wicked. | 

«« It may ſeem firange, my Lord, that, remembering 
what I have lately been, I ſhould ftill wiſh to continue 
what Il am. But contempt of death, how ſpeciouſly ſo- 
ever it might mingle with heathen virtues, has nothing 
in it ſuitable to Chriſtian penitence, Many motives 
impel me to beg earneſtly for life. I feel the natural 


horror of a violent death, and the univerſal dread of 


untimely diſſolution. I am defirous to recompenſe the 
injury I have done to the Clergy, to the world, and to 
religion; and to efface the ſcandal of my crime, b 

the example of my repentance, But, above all, I wiſh 
to die with thoughts more compoſed, and calmer pre- 
paration. The gloom and confuſion of a priſon, the 
anxiety of a trial, the horror of ſuſpenſe, and the 1ne- 
vitable viciflitudes of paſſion, leave not the mind in a 


due diſpoſition for the holy exerciſes of prayer and ſelt- 


examination,—Lert mot a little life be denied me, in 
which I may, by meditation and contrition, prepare my- 
ſelf to ſtand at the tribunal of Omnjpotence, and ſup- 
port the preſence of that Judge, who ſhall diſtribute. to | 
all according to their works; Who will receive and par- 
don the repenting ſinner ; and from whom the merci- 
ful ſhall obtain mercy ! . | 

«« For theſe reaſons, my Lord, amidſt ſhame and mi- 
ſery, I wiſh yet to live; and moſt humbly implore that I 
may be recommended by your Lordſhip to the clemen- 


cy of his Majeſty !”? | Is 


(35) 
Is there any thing in theſe defences but what, to an un- 
- prejudiced and diſcerning mind, rather makes againſt the 
DoRor,notto ſpeak more unfavourably of them? There was 
an unhappy Spaniard, who received ſentence of death at the 
ſame ſeſſions the Doctor was found guilty, for tabbing a 
young woman he had connexions with, in a fudden tranſ- 
port of rage and jealouſy ; when he was aſked what he had 
toalledge-why judgement ſhould not be pronounced againſt 
him, he only replied, ** [tis avell; I am content. Theſe 
few words, if there is any thing to be built upon words, 
indicate a greatneſs and reſignation of mind, that if mercy 
could have taken place of jaſtice in the cafe, it ſeems to 
have pointed him out as a proper object, as the fact appear- 
ed to have been committed in a ſudden guſt of rage and 
jealouſy : and he was a ſtranger to our laws. But it is pro- 

ble that there was not a ſingle emotion of pity raiſed in 
the breaſt of any one for this unhappy man.—-There was, 
about the time of Dr. Dodd's condemnation, a man con- 
demned to be hanged, and a woman to be burnt, for waſh- 
ing a halfpenny to make it paſs for a ſhilling. No humani- 
ty ated here to prevent the ſentence taking place, nor no 
commiſeration was ſhed upon them. But theſe were poor; 
and they were alſo, perhaps, ignorantof the penalty of the 
law in the caſe; and they + | rhaps, never once been 
led into the paths of goodneſs. So partial are we in_our 
boaſted humanity ! — The following is a Copy of the 
Petition of the City of London: j 

To the King's me Excellent Majeſty. 
The PETITION of the Lox D Mayor, ALDERMEN, 
and Commons, of the City of LN Do w, 
Moſt humbly ſheweth, | — 

That William Dodd, Doctor of Laws, now lying 
under entence of death in your, Majeſty's gaol of New- 
_ for the crime of forgery, has for a great pirt of his 
ife ſet an uſeful and laudable example of diligence in his 
calling, which in many inſtances has produced the moſt 
| * &. 

* That he has been the firſt inſtitutor, and à very earneſt 
and active promoter of ſeveral modes of uſeful charity, 
and therefore may be conſidered as having been, on many 
occaſions, a benefactor to the public. 
our petitioners therefore, conſidering his caſe as 

in ſome of its circumſtances unprecedented and 
oc: — and encouraged by your Majeſty's 
- known clemency, moſt humbly recommend the 
ſaid William Dodd to your Majeſty's moſt gracious 

: : ; Con- 
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the trial o 


| 


The kumble Petition of the following * 


14. 
conſideration, in hope that he will be found not 
altogether unworthy to ſtand an example of royal 
.mercy.” . | = Ys 

And your petitioners will ever pray, &c. 
The following is a Copy of the PETITION deliver- 
ed to his MajzsTY by the Foreman of the Jury upon 
the Trial of the unfortunate Divine 
May it pleaſe your Majeſty, | 
WE, your Majeſty's dutiful- ſubjects, the jurors on 
Dr. Rodd, moſt humbly preſume to en 
your Majeſty, an to recommend the unhappy convict as an 
object whom we cannot but conceive worthy of your Ma- 
N royal compaſſion. 8 1 
Being diſtreſſed in mind for his impending fate, and hav- 
ing conſidered his caſe in the moſt extenſive point of view, 
we are induced to beſeech your Majeſty to confider, that 
the ſevere mode of proceding againſt the priſoner was ſuch, 
as, on the day of trial, im — . us with the utmoſt concern, 

--We thence retained a with to ſerve him; but finding our- 

ſelves obliged to pronounce him guilty, no other hope now 

Temains but to ſupplicate your Majeſty, whoſe reiga 1s fil- 

led with acts of mercy, and whoſe goodneſs is ever ready to 

relieve the diſtreſſed, 77 2 

May we be permitted, therefore, gracious Sire, to form a 
hope, that your Majeſty will pleaſe to liſten to the requeſt 
we make that of ſaving life.—Should it be your Majeſty's 

8 ſo to do, it will alleviate our anxiety, and convey 

q us a laſting monunient of your paternal goodneſs, Con- 
fiding in your Majeſty's mercy, we, with the greateſt humi- 
lity, hope our prayers will not be in vain. | 


bang Elliot, Foreman. 


Thomas Langſt | John ck 
Wm. Berry Francis Ilinſon 
Thomas Clark | Edward Davis 
John Pitaway ' George Lyde. «» 
John Cockran + Thomas Lomlins. 
John Ruſſell 1 | 


The following is a PETITION faid to have 


| been ſigned by 22,000 hands: 
To the KING's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


Ler- 


(87 


Merchants, and Traders, inhabitants of London, 
Weſtminſter, and the borough of Southwark, 
M.aoſt humbly ſheweth, 

THAT though they are duly canſcious of the 
tri juſtice of the dreadful ſentence denounced 
againſt Dr, William Dodd. and conficmed by tbe 
wiſdom of your Majeſty in Council ; yet, conſider- 
ing the glorious prerogative with which your Ma- 
jelty is inveſted, of ſaitening the rigour of juſtice, 
eſpecially in caſes ia which the Jaw makes no diſ- 
crimipation, they humbly preſume to Tubmit to your 
Royal conſideration, | 1 

That this unhappy convict has, during the greater 
part of his life, been a preacher remarkably diligent 
and perſuaſive ; 1 | 

That he has given ſignal proofs of public utility, 
in being a principal inſtitutor of two charitable So- 
cieties, and by giving very zealous and efficacious 

aſſiſtance to others: 9 | 

That in all ages it has heen the cuſtom to ſet the 
general character of delinquents againſt their par» 
ticular crimes, and to conſider thoſe, who have be- 
nefited Society by their virtues, as not unworthy of 
pity, when they haye ipjured it by their faults: 

That the ſaid William Dodd was, before this of- 
fence, regarded by great numbers as a man much 

to be reverenced for his abilities and uſefulneſs : 
kbat it may be feared the public execution of 3 
miniſter of religion ſo active and conſpicuous, may 
have very pernicious effects on common minds, and 
Increaſe that diſreſpe& for the Clergy, which is al- | 
ways produRive of a laxity both in principle and 
practice: ; | 

That the good the ſaid William Dodd has done, 
and the circumſtances that render his caſe peculiar 
almoft preclude him from being an example 


— 
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.can give the leaſt confidence to future offenders, 
ſhovld he be thought an object of Royal clemency: 
That, therefore, they moſt. humbly recommend 
William Dodd to-the mercy of your Majeſty, beg- 
ging only that his life may be ſpared, in confidence, 
that whatever: way he ſhall be diſpoſed of in your 
Majeſty's good neſs and wiſdom, his penitence will 
be a more uſeful atonement than his death. | 
And your petitioners will ever pray. 


It cannot but be obſerved here, that theſe petitions ſet 
forth nothing as a plea for diverting the courſe of juſtice, 
except that which the The fue d. had pronounced per- 
fectly legal and right. The Jury build their petition (ole. 
ly upon this; the City's ſeems founded upon the ſame ; for 
they ſay, ©© Your petitioners conſidering his caſe as in ſome 
« of its circumſtances unprecedented and peculiar, humbly 
recommend the ſaid William Dodd,” &c. But ſurely 
what the twelve Judges had unanimouſly pronounced- to 
be right and legal, was not a proper foundation to 
petition upon for the diverting of juſtice, If they found 
it upon the Doctor's former good deeds, they ſet up their 
own wiſdom againſt the Divine ; for Gop has told us his 
rule of proceeding in the like caſe : .** When (ſays he by 
* his prophet Ezekiel) the righteous turneth away from 
his righteouſneſs, and committeth iniquity, and doeth 
& according to all the abominations that the wicked man 
« doeth, ſhall he live? All the righteouſneſs that he hath 
* done ſhall not be mentioned. In his treſpaſs that he 
© hathtreſpaſled, and in his fin that he hath finned, in them 
«« ſhall he die.“ Ezekiel, Ch. xviii. 24,—This is what 
Gop pronounceth emphatically to be ſtrict or perfect 
Equity; and yet ſuch is the force of prejudice, ſuch the 
falſe dictates of the paſſions, that the King and his Council 
have been treated with, the moſt virulent and ſcandalous 
abuſe for not breaking this rule of Divine Equity : And 
this is founded in the immutable nature of things, in the 
eternal laws of Reaſon and Juſtice : For if any one leave 
virtue for vice, innocence for-criminality, uſefulneſs to ſo- 
ety for meaſures the moit deſtructive to it, his former 
ood deeds can with no reaſon be alledged in his favour, 
ecauſe it is plain he has made another choice, 
unleſs it can be proved that this act was commit- 
ted unpremevitately,-as it were, in ſuch an inſtant of 
time 


— 
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time as did-not give reaſon or reflexion rqom to operate: 
or, though deliberately, that the committor repented df 
it, and was fully convicted in his own mind of the hei- 
nouſneſs of it, before the fear of puniſhment came upon 
him. But have, or could, theſe petitions ſet forth any thing 
of this kind of the Doctor? Have they ſet forth, or proved, 
what would have been much to the purpoſe, that there was 
a likelihood; or an ability, of his repaying - the money if 
he had not been apprehended 1o ſoon, which was 
one of the points he reſted his defence on upon his trial? 
This was a moſt material thing for the friends of the Doc- 
tor to have done; and their not doing it, makes much 
againſt him. | | 

We are ſorry to ſay, but truth demands it, that the pe- 
tition of the city of London has not that ſtrict expreſſion 
of truth in it, which. is one of the great, if not the 
greateſt, ornament of human nature, and the greateſt bond 
of ſecurity in ſociety, which every individual ought to 
be ſtrictly and nicely ſcrupulous about, much more a 
public Magiſtracy. It ſets forth, that the Doctor has been 
the FIRST INSTITUTOR, and @ very earneft and ative 
Promoter of. SEVERAL Modes of uſetul charity, But it 


does not appear that the Doctor was the FiRsT*INSTI- 


TUTOR of any more than one fingle mode of charity. 
Petitions againit the ſentence of the law taking place 
can be juſtly tounded only on ſome pecuharly extenuating 
circumſtances in the commiſſion of the crime, or after- 
wards, before the fear of puniſhment took place ; or up- 


on ſome circnmitances appearing in favour of the crimi- 


nal, which did not appear on his trial: But nothing of 
this kind is ſet forth in the petitions for the Doctor; and 
therefore they are trifling, and could not juſtly” be 
expected to have effect: And it cannot but aſtoniſh every 
reflecting perſon, that the city of London ſhould ſend up 
ſuch a petition. | | 
On the 6th of June, eleven days after he had received 
ſentence, the Doctor delivered an Addreſs in the Chapel of 
Newgate, to his fellow priſoners, and had it printed and 
publiſhed the next day in the following manner: 


4 
v 
\ 


5 "EZ — "PX — 
—— — Ya 5 — 2 * . —— — * 


* 


* = - 
222 


0 —— 


— — — — ons 
* — ä—ä— — — Re — a r L N 


(40) 

Th: CONVIC T's ADDRESS ti bis: UNHarry 
BRETHREN, delivered in the Chapel of Nawoarh 
Friday, June 6, 177 © 


25 the Reverend Mr. Villotte, Ordinary 7 deter 


REVEREND Sm. 


—_— HE following Addreſs owes its 8 public 
appearance to you, I read jt to you after it 
was compoſed, and you thought it proper to be de- 
livered, as was intended. You heard it delivered, 
and are pleaſed to think that its publication will be 
ufeful. — To a poor and abject worm, like myſelf, 
this is a ſufficient inducement to that publication; 
and I heartily pray God, that in your hands it may 
Frequently and effectually adminiſte er to the inſtruc- 
tion and comfort of the — 


I am, dear Sir, , 2 
Wich my ſincereſt thanks for your humane 
and friendly attention, 
Your truly ſorrowful, 
And much afflicted brother in Chriſt 


Friday, June 6, 17/7. WILLIAM DODD. 


Taz AD D R E.5 5s. 
4 I acknowledge my faults, and my in is ever 


before me.” P ſalm li. 3 3· 


dear and unhappy Fellow: Priſoners ! 


CONSIDERING my peculiar circumſtances 
and ſituation, I cannot think myſelf juſtified, if I do 


_ not deliver to you, in ſincere Chriſtian love, ſome of 
my ſerious thoughts on our preſent awful ſtate. 


In the ſixteenth chapter of the Acts of the Apoſ- 


us ** read a memorable ſtory reſpecting of and 
las, 


. 


ͤü' V Cd gt YU _ ane 
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having received many 


ſcience, prayed, and 


( 


Silas, who, for preaching the Goſpel, were caſt by 


the Magiſtrates into 12 verſe 23, — and, after 
ripes, were committed to the 
jaylor, with a ſtrict charge to keep them ſafely. Ac- 
cordingly he thruſt them into the inner priſon, and 
made their feet faſt in the ſtocks. At midnight Paul 
and Silas, ſupported 12 teſtimony of a good con 
: praiſes to God, and the 
' priſoners heard them; and ſuddenly there was a great 
earthquake, ſo that the foundations 'of the priſon 


were ſhaken; and immediately all the doors were 


opened, and ny one's chains were looſed. The 
keeper. of the priſon awaking out of his ſleep, and 
ſeeing the priſon doors open, in the greateſt diſtreſs 
(as might well be imagined) drew his ſword, and 
would have killed himſzlf, ſuppoſing that the pri- 
ſoners had been fled. But Paul cried with a loud 
voice, Do thyſelf no harm, for we are all here, The 


| : keeper calling for a light, and finding his priſoners 


thus freed from their bonds by the imperceptible a- 
gency of Divine Power, was irreſiſtibly convinced 


that theſe men were not offenders againſt the law, 


but martyrs to the truth: he ſprang in therefore, 
and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and 
Silas, and brought them out, and ſaid, Sixs, WHAT 
MUST I DO TO BE SAVED ? +. 
What muſt. I do to be ſaved? is the important.queſ- 
tion, which it becomes every human being to ſtudy 
from the firſt hour of reaſon to the laſt; but which 
we, my fellow priſoners, ought to conſider with part 
ticular diligence and intenſeneſs of meditation. Had 
it not been forgotten, or neglected by us, we had 
never appeared in this place. A little time for recol- 
lection and amendment is yet, allowed us by the 
mercy of the law. Of this little time let no par- 
ticle be loſt. Let us fill our remaining life with all. 
the duties which our. preſent condition allows us to 
r 
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ſpractiſe. Let us make one earneſt effort for ſalva- 
tion And oh! heavenly Father, who deſireſt not 
the death of a ſinner, grant that this effort may not 
be in vain! 

To teach others what they muſt do tv be ſaved, has 
long been my employment and profeſſion. You ſee 
with what confuſion and diſhonour I now ſtand 
before you—no more in the pulpit of. inſtruction, 
but on this humble ſeat with yourfelves.—You are 
not to conſider me now as a man authoriſed to form 
the manners or direct the conſcience,” and ſpeaking 
with the authority of a paſtor to his flock—I am 
here guilty, like yourſelves, of a capital offence ; and 
ſentenced,. like yourſelves, to public and ſhameful 
death. My profeſſion, which has given me ſtronger 
convictions of my duty than moſt of you can be 
ſuppofed to have attained, and has extended my 
views to the conſequences of wickedneſs farther than 
your obſervatton is likely to have reached, has loaded 
my fin with peculiar aggravations; and I entreat you 
to join your prayers with mine, that my ſorrow may 
be proportionate to my guilt ! ns 

I am now, like you, enquiring, what I muf? de to be 
ſaved? and ſtand here to communicate to you what 
that enquiry ſuggeſts. Hear me with attention, my 
fellow priſoners ; and, in your melancholy hours of 
retirement, conſider well what I offer to you from 

the ſincerity of my good-will, and from the deepeſt 
conviction of a penitent heart. | 

Salvation is promiſed to us Chriſtians on the terms 
of faith, obediente, and repentance. I ſhall therefore 
- endeavour to ſhew how, in the ſhort interval between 
this moment and death, we may exert faith, perform 
obedience, and exerciſe repentance, in a manner which 
our heavenly Father may, in his infinite mercy, 
vouchſafe to accept. 

I, Faith 


* 
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I. Faith is the foundation of all Chriſtian virtue. 


It is that without which if is impoſſible to pleaſe God. 
I ſhall therefore conſider, firſt, how Faith is to be 
particularly exerted by us in our preſent ſtate, 

Faith is a full and undoubting confidence in the 


| declarations made by God in the holy Scriptures ;- 


a ſincere. reception of the doctrines taught by our 
bleſſed Saviour, with a firm aſſurance that he died to 
take away the ſins of the world, and that we have, 
each of us, a part in the boundleſs benefits of the uni- 


„ 


verſal Sacrifice. | | 
To this cry we muſt have recourſe at all times,, 


but particularly if we find ourſelves tempted to de- 
ſpair. If thoughts ariſe in our minds, which ſuggeſt 
that we have ſinned beyond the hope of pardon, and 
that therefore it is vain to ſeek for reconciliation by 
repentance z we muſt remember how God willeth 
that every, man ſhould be ſaved, and that thoſe who 
obey his call, however late, ſhall not be rejected. 
If we are tempted to think that the injuries we have 
done are unrepaired, and therefore repentance is vain z, 
let us remember, that the reparation which is im-- 
poſſible is not required; that ſincerely to will. is to- 
do, in the ſight of. Him to whom all hearts are open; 
and that what is deficient in our endeayours, is ſup- *' 
plied by the merits of Him who died to redeem us. 
Yet let us likewiſe be careful leſt an erroneous. 
opinion of the all-ſufficiency of our Saviour's merits: 
Jull us into careleſsneſs and ſecurity, His merits: 
are indeed all-ſufficient ! but he has preſcribed the 
terms on which they are to operate. He died to ſave: - 
ſinners, but to ſave only thoſe ſinners that repent. 
Peter who denied him was forgiven, but he obtained 
his pardon by weeping bitterly. They who have 
lived in perpetual regularity of duty, and are fre: 
from any groſs or viſible tranſgreſſion, are yet but un- 
profitable ſervants:— What then are we, whoſe 
- & crimes, 
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crimes are haſtening us to the grave before our time ? 
---Let us work with fear and trembling, but till let 
us endeavour to work out our ſalvation. Let us hope 
without preſumption ; let us fear without deſpera- 
tion; and let our faith animate us to that which we 


bd 


* 


were to conſider, e 
Secondly, „ Sincere Obedience to the laws of 
God.“ Our obedience, for the ſhort time yet re- 
maining, is reſtrained to a narrow circle, Thoſe 
duties, which are called ſocial and relative, are for 
the moſt part out of our power. We can contri- 
bute very little to the general happineſs of mankind, 
while on thoſe whom kindred and friendſhip have 
allied to us, we have brought diſgrace and ſorrow. 
We can only benefit the public by an example of 
contrition, and fortify our friends againſt temptation 
by warning and admonition.- „ 

The obedience left us now to practiſe is, “ ſub- 
miſſion ta the will of God, and calm acquieſcence in 
his wiſdom and his juſffce.” We muſt not allow 
ourſelves to repine at thoſe miſeries which have fol- 
lowed our offences, but ſuffer, with filent humility 
and reſigned patience, the puniſhment which we de- 
ſerve; remembering that, according to the Apoſtle's 
deciſion, no praiſe is due to them who bear with 
patience to be buffeted for their fault. | 

When we- confider the wickedneſs of our paſt. 
lives, and the danger of having been ſummoned to 
the final judgment without preparation, we fhall, I 
hope, gradually riſe. ſo much above the groſs con- 
. ceptions of human nature, as to return thanks to 
God for what once ſeemed the moſt dreadful of all 
evils---our detection and conviction I- We ſhrink. 
back, by immediate and inſtinctive terror, from the 
public eye, turned as it is upon us with indignation 
and contempt. - Impriſonment is alive, and igno- 
minious death is fearful ! But let us compare our 

22 | 2 con- 
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condition with that which our actions might rea- 
ſonably have incurred. The robber might have died 
in the act of violence, by lawful reſiſtance. The man 


of fraud might have ſunk into the grave, while he 


was enjoying the gain of his artifice: and where 


then had been our hope? We have now leiſure for 
thought; we have opportunities of inſtruction; and 


whatever we ſuffer, from offended laws, may yet re- 
concile ourſelves to God, who, if we ſincerely ſeek 
him, will aſſuredly be found. a RES 

But how are we to ſeek the Lord? By the way 


which he himſelf hath, appointed; by humble, fer- 


| vent, and frequent prayer. Some hours of worſhip 


are appointed us; let us duly obſerve them. Some 


aſſiſtance to our devotion is ſupplied ; let us thank- 
fully accept it. But let us not reſt in formality and 
preſcription : let us call upon God night and day. 
When, in -the review of the times which we have 
paſt, any offence ariſes to ouf thoughts, let us hum- 


bly implore forgiveneſs; and for thoſe faults (and 


many they are and muſt be) which we cannot recol- 
lect, let us ſolicit mercy in-general petitions. But 
it muſt be our conſtant care that we pray not merely 


with our lips; but that when we lament our fins, we 


are really humbled in ſelf-abhorrence; and that, 
when we call for mercy, we raiſe our thoughts to 


hope and truſt in the goodneſs of God, and the me- 


mations 


"Roe 
mations of acceptance and forgiveneſs. But theſe 
radiations of favour are not always felt by the ſin- 
cereſt penitents. To the greater part of thoſe whom 
angels ſtand ready to receive, nothing is granted in 
this world beyond rational hope ;---and with bope, 
founded on promiſe, we may, well be ſatisfied. 
But ſuch promiſes of ſalvation are made only to the 
penitent. It is requiſite then that we conſider, 

Thirdly, © How Repentance is to be exerciſed.” 


Repentance, in the general ſtate of Chriſtian life, is 
ſuch a ſorrow for {in as produces a change of manners, 


and an amendment of life. It is that diſpoſition of 
mind, by which he who ffole, ſteals no more; by which 


the wicked man turneth away from his wickedneſs, and 
doth that which is lawful and right, And to the 
man thus reformed, it is expreſly promiſed, that he 
* ſhall ſave his ſoul alive. Of this repentance the 
proofs are viſible, and the reality certain, always to 
the penitent, and commonly to the church with 
which he communicates ; becauſe the ſtate of the 
mind is diſcovered by the outward actions. But of 
the repentance which our condition requires and” ad- 
mits, no ſuch evidence can appear ; for to us many 


crimes and many virtues ace made impoſſible by con-- - 


finement; and the ſhortneſs of the time which is be- 


fore us, gives little power, even to ourſelves, of 


diſtinguiſhing the effects of terror from thoſe of eon- 
viction ; of deciding, whether our preſent ſorrow 
for {in proceeds from abhorrence of guilt, or dread 
of puniſhment; whether the violence of our in- 
ordinate paſſions be totally ſubdued. by the fear of 
God, or only cruſhed and reſtrained by the tem- 
porary force of preſent calamity. 

Our repentance is like that of other ſinners on 
their death bed; but with this advantage, that our 
danger is not greater, and our ſtrength is more. Our 
faculties are not impaired by weakneſs of body. We 
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come to the great. work not withered by pains, nor 
clouded by the fumes of diſeaſe, but with minds 
capable of continued attention, and with bodies, of 
which we need have no care, We may therefore 
better diſcharge this tremendous duty, and better 
judge of our own performance. | 
Gf the efficacy of a death-bed repentance many 
haye diſputed ; but we have no leiſure for contro- 
verſy. Fix in your minds this deciſion, „Repen- 
tance is a change of the heart, of an evil to a good 
_ diſpoſition,” When that change is made, repentance. is 
complete. God will confider that life as amended, - 
which would have been amended if he had. ſpared it. 


Repentance in the fight of men, even of the peni- 


tent, is not known but by its Fruits: but our Cr 7 
ator ſees the fruit bloſſom, or the ſeed. He knows 
thoſe reſolutions which are fixed, thoſe converſions 
which would be permanent; and will receive them 
who are qualified by holy deſires for works of righte- 
ouſneſs, without exaQting from them thoſe outwara 


duties which the ſhortneſs of their lives hindered «+ 


them from performing. ; | 
Nothing therefore remains, but that we apply 
with all our ſpeed, and with all our ſtrength, to rec- 
tify our deſires, and purify our thoughts; that we 
ſet God before us in all his goodneſs and terrors ; 
that we conſider him as the Father and the Judge 
of all the earth; as a Father, deſirous to ſave ; as a 
Judge, who cannot pardon unrepented) iniquity : 
that we fall down before him ſelf- condemned, and 
excite in our hearts an intenſe deteſtation of thoſe 
crimes which have provoked him; with vehement and 
ſteady reſolutions, that if life were granted us, it 
ſhoulg be ſpent hereafter in the practice of our duty: 
that we pray the Giver of grace to ſtrengthen and 
impreſs theſe holy thoughts, and to accept our re- 
pentance, tho late, and in its beginnings violent: 
that 
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that we improve every good motion by diligent prayer; 
and having declared and confirmed our faith by the 
holy communion, we deliver ourſelves into his hands, 
| . hope, that He who created and redeemed us 
will not ſuffer us to periſh. _ . 
The condition, without which forgiveneſs is not 
to be obtained, is that we forgive others; There is 
always a danger leſt men, freſh from a trial in which 
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life has been loſt, ſhould remember with reſentment 


and malignity the proſecutor, the witneſſes, or the 


Judges. It is indeed ſcarcely poſſible, that with all. 


the prejudices of an intereſt ſo weighty, and fo affect- 


ing, the convict ſhould think otherwiſe, than that he 
has been treated, in ſome part of the proceſs, with 


anneceſlary ſeverity. In this opinion he is perhaps 


ingular, and therefore probably miſtaken. But there 


no time for diſquiſition: we muſt try to find the 
20rteſt way to peace. It is eaſter to forgive than to. 
eaſon right, He that has been injuriouſly or unne- 
effarily harraſſed, has one opportunity more of prov- 


Ng his ſincer ity, by forgiving the wrong, and pray- 


ing for his enemy. 


we can do, is commonly nothing more than to leave. 
the wosld an example of contrition. On the dread- 
ful day, when the ſentence of the law has its full 
force, ſome will be found to have, affected a ſhame- 
leſs þravery, or negligent intrepidity. Such is not 
the proper behaviour of a convicted criminal. To. 
rejoice in tortures is the privilege of a martyr; to 
meet death with intrepid.ty is the right only of 
innocence, if in any human.being innocence could be 


found. Of him, whoſe. life is ſhortened by his.crimes, 


the laſt duties are humility and ſelf- abaſement. We 
owe to God ſincere repentance ; we, owe to man the 


It is the duty of a penitent to repair, ſo far as he 
las the power, the injury which he has done. What 


appearance of repentance, We ought not to propa- 


gate 


. 
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gate an opinion, that he who lived in wickedneſs 
can die with courage. If the ferenity or gaiety with 
which ſome men have ended: a life of guilt, were 
unfeigned, they can be imputed only to ignorance. or 
| ſtupidity, or, what is more; horrid, to voluntary in- 
toxication : if they were artificial and hypocritical, 
they were acts of deception, the uſeleſs and un- 
profitable crimes of pride unmortified, and obſtinacy 
unſubdued. | IS 
There is yet another crime poſſible, and, as there 

is reaſon to believe, ſometimes committed in the laſt 
moment, on the margin of eternity. - Men have died 
with a ſtedfaſt denial of crimes, of which it is very 
difficult to ſuppoſe them innocent. By what equi- 
vocation or reſerve they may have reconciled their 
conſciences to falſehood, if their conſciences were 
at all conſulted, it is impoſſible to know. But if they 
thought, that when they were to die, they paid their 
legal forfeit, and that the world .had no farther de- 
mand upon them; that therefore they might, by 
keeping their own ſecrets, try to leave behind them 
a diſputable reputation; and that the falſehood-was 
harmleſs, becauſe none were injured ; they had very 
little conſidered the nature of ſociety, Gne of the 
principal parts of national felicity ariſes from a wiſe 
and impartial adminiſtration of juſtice, Every man 
repoſes upon the tribunals of his country the ſtabi- 
lity of poſſeſſion, and the ſerenity of life. He, there- 
fore, who unjuſtly expoſes the courts of judicature 
to ſuſpicion, either of partiality or error, not only 
does an injury to thoſe who diſpenſe the laws, but 
diminiſhes the public confidence in the laws them- 
2 ſhakes the foundation of public tran- 
3 e 
For my own part, I confeſs, with the deepeſt com- 
punction, the crime which has brought me to this 
place; and admit the juſtice of my ſentence, while 
| E „„ "Sl 
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T am ſinking under its ſeverity. And I earneſtly 
exhort you, my fellow priſoners, to acknowledge the 
offences which have been already proved; and to 
bequeath to our country that confidence in public 
5 juſtice, without which there can be neither peace 
TTV | 
As few men ſuffer for their firſt offences, and moſt. 
convicts are conſcious of more crimes than have been 
brought within judicial cognizance, it is neceſſary to 
enquire how far confeſſion ought to be extended. 
Peace of mind, or deſire of inſtruction, may ſomes 
times demand, that to the Miniſter whoſe counſel is 
requeſted, a long courſe of evil life ſhould be diſ- 
covered ; but of this every man muſt determine for 
| himſelf. To the public, every man, before he de- 
parts from life, is obliged to confeſs thoſe acts which 
have brought, or may bring unjuft ſuſpicion upon 
others; and to convey ſuch information, as may 
enable thoſe who have ſuffered lofles to obtain reſti- 
\ ZCution. _ | \ | 
Whatever good remains in our power, we muſt 
diligently perform. We muſt prevent, to the utmoſt 
of our power, all the evil conſequences of .our 
crimes. We muſt forgive all who have injured us. 
We muſt, by fervency of prayer and me in 
meditation, endeavour to repreſs all worldly paſſions, 
and generate in our minds that love of goodneſs, and 
hatred of ſin, which may fit us for the ſociety of 
| heavenly minds. And, finally, we muſtcommend and 
entruſt our ſouls to H1M, who died for the fins of 
men; with earneſt wiſhes, and humble hopes, that 
he will admit us with the labourers -who entered 
the vineyard at the aft hour, and aſſociate us wit 
the thief whom he pardoned on the 771 B 
To this great end, you will not refuſe to unite 
with me, on bended knees, and with humbled hearts, 
in fervent prayer to the throne of grace — the 
e | | Father 


h 651) 
Father of 'mercy hear our ſupplications, and have 
compaſſion upon us . . 
«© O Almighty. Lord God, the righteous Jupoꝝ 
of all the earth, who in thy providential juſtice doſt 
frequently inflict ſevere vengeance upon ſinners in 
this life, that thou mayeſt by their ſad examples ef- 
fectually deter others from committing the like hei- 
nous offences; and that, they — truly re- 
pentinge of their faults, may eſcape the condemnation 
of hell: look down in mercy upon us, thy ſorrowfuF 
— whom thou haſt ſuffered to become the 
unhappy objects of offended juſtice in this world! 
Give us a through ſenſe of all thoſe evil thoughts, 
words, and works, which have ſo provoked thy pati- 
once, that thou haſt been pleaſed to permit this public 
and ſhameful judgement to fall upon us; and grant 
us ſuch a portion of grace and godly fincerity, that 
we may heartily confeſs, and unfeignedly repent of 
every breach of thoſe moſt holy laws and ordinances, 
which if a man do, he ſhall live. in them. ? 
Let no root of bitterneſs and malice, no habi- 
tual and deadly ſin, either of amiſſian or commiſſion, 
remain undiſturbed in our hearts! But enable us 
to make our repentance univerſal, without the leaſt 
flattering: or deceitful reſerve, that ſo we may clear 
our conſciences before we cloſe our eyes. 1 
Andi now that thou haſt brought us within the 
view of our long home, and made us ſenſible that the 
time of our diſſolution draweth near, endue us, we 
humbly pray thee, O gracious Father, with ſuch. 
Chriſtian Zortitude, that neither the terrors of thy 
preſent diſp-nſations, nor the remembrance of our 
former fins, may have power to fink our ſpirits into 
a deſpondency of thy everlaſting mercies in the ado- 
rable Son of thy love. | | ; 
«© Wean cur thoughts and affections, good Lord, 
from all the vain and deluſive enjoyments of this 
| E 2 tranſitory - 
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tranſitory world ; that we may not only with patient 
reſignation ſubmit to the appointed ſtroke of death, 
but that our faith and hope may be ſo elevated, that 
we may conceive a lonfing deſire to be {diffolved 
from theſe our earthly tabernacles, and to be with 
Chriſt, which is far better than all the happineſs we 
can with for beſides EM 5 E114 
« And in a op ſenſe of our extraordinary want 

of forgiveneſs at thy hands, and of our utter un- 
worthineſs of the very leaſt of all thy favours---of 
the meaneſt crumbs which fall from thy table--Oh ! 
bleſſed Lord Jeſus ! make us fo truly and univerſally 
charitable; that in an undiſſembled compliance with 
thy own awful command, and moſt endearing exam- 
ple, we may both freely forgive and qordially pray for 
our moſt inveterate enemies,  perſecutors, and flande- 
rers Forgive them, O Lord, we beſeech thee- 
turn their hearts, and fill them with thy love 
„Thus, may we humbly truſt, our ſorrowful 
prayers and tears will be acceptable in thy ſight. 
Thus ſhall we be qualified, through Chriſt, to ex- 
change this diſmal bodily confinement [and theſe 
uneaſy fetters] for the glorious liberty of the ſons of 
God. And thus ſhall our legal doom upon earth be 
changed into a comfortable declaration of mercy in 
the higheſt heavens: and all through thy moſt pre- 
cious and all-ſufficient merits, O bleſſed Saviour of 
mankind, who with the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, liveſt and reigneſt ever, Qne God, world with 
out end, Amen. 
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Whatever the city of London might promiſe themſelves, 
and whatever the friends of the Doctor might flatter them- 
ſelves, by having.obtained, by going from houſe to houſe, 
a petition of 37 yards long, ſigned, as it is ſaid, by 23,000 
names, the King and his Council ſaw no ground for com- 


' plying with them, but ſtood firm for the execution of juſ- 
| tice, 
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tice. We come therefore now to the cloſing ſcene : The ac- 
conn's of this have been vari u; the followiag is collected 
from the papers of the next day after his execution: 
Te Gazetteer gave the following :—Yeſterday mornin 
about nine Polo the Rev. William Dodd and Joſeph. 
Harris, were conveyed from Newgate, the former in a. 
mourning coach, the latter in a cart, to the place of exec: --- 
tion. Dr. Dodd at firſt ſeemed tolerably compoſe l; bt 
as the coach proceeded, appeared at times to be ſo mu h 
overwhelmed with grief, that he ſunk al moſt into a ſtate of 
inſenſibilityp. He was accompanied by the Ordinary" ef 
N-wgite, Mr. Dobey, chaplain to the Magdalen charity, 
and two other gentlemen. When he arrived at the place 
of execution, he endgavoured to re ollect his yet remaining 
ſpirics, and met his fate wich ſuch a degree of penitence an 
contrition, as much affected the ſurrounding multitude. 
Waile the Doctor 420d in the cart, an umbrella, which was 
intended for the Ordinary, ſheltered him from the ſhower 
of rain which fell at that tim? with great violenc2. Joſeph 
Harris, who was a young man, appeared much affected 
with the apprehenſion of his fate: the preſence of his fa- 
ther, who accompanied him in the cart, added greatly to 
his perturbation of mind, and cauſed” the youch once to 
faint away, on turning his eyes on his parent; a circum- 
ſtance which excited the pity of the ſpectators. He was 
ied up about a quarter of an hour before the Doctor, and 
both ſuffered about half paſt eleven o'clock. 
Another correſpondent has ſent us the following account: 
— Yefſerday the curtain was drawn over the exiſtence of 
Dr. William Dodd, who ſuffered, to the diſappointment 
of many thouſands, the ſevere ſentence of the law, for 
tae crime of forgery. At ſeven o'clock in the morning 
the little gate of Newgate was reſorted to by a vaſt con- 
churſe of people, who were deſirous of gratifying their cu- - 
rioſity with a fight of the unfortunate man in the preſe- 
yard, which was extremely crowded, to the great emolu- 
ment of the turnkeys, who levied a tax of a ſhilling a 
head, ſo that they muſt haze profited very co \iderably. 
At nine, the Doctor an Joſep Harris, his feilow ſufferer, 
convicted upon two indictments for higaway rabberies, 
cam2 out of chapel in. o the yard; the cr.ud fl.cked arouad 
them, and waar is remarkable, not a dry eye could be 
diſcerned: The Divine appeared cum, feren2 a id refigas- 
ed. Harris va, cy.deatly under a violent ag tation of {pi-- 
rits, and ſe mel to be i a horrible ſtate of mind, at ce 
= | idea ot meeting hy ny It went aritim a cart, attended 
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by the executioner and his father: the Doctor followed in 


a mourning coach, wherein were beſides, Mr. Villette, 


the Ordinary, Mr. Dobey, Chaplain to the Magdalen, 
Leapingwell, the Sheriff's officer, and a friend of the un- 
forturate criminal ; theſe were preceded by the City Mar- 
ſhals, Mr. Sheriff Thomas, &c. When the cart ſtopped 
at St. Sepulchre's church, Harris fainted away, and the 
executioner called to ſome perſons at an oppoſite houſe to 


- ſend ſome water, which they did, and Harris drank ſome 


of. it; the Bellman then did his office, but Harris was not 


capable of attending to the ſolemn invocation ; the cart 


went forward, and the coach took its ſtand, When the 
Bellman came to the concluſion, ©* Lord have mercy upon 
you, Chriſt have mercy upon you, Lord have mercy upon 
5 you!“ the Doctor wrung his hands with the moſt ſenſi- 
e bleemotion of ſpirits, — The awful proceſſion then went 
on without interruption. 'The multitude that lined the ſtreets 
ſeemed to join in commiſerating the dreadful ſituation of 
the Doctor, they ſhed a tear of pity for his ſufferings, 
and in very ſevere terms condemned the ſeverity of a cer- 
tain law Lord for his rigid perſeverance in ſeeking the 
blood-of a man, to whom the werld are ſo much indebted, 
and in whoſe caſe there were ſo many circumſtances that 
cried aloud for mercy. Some of the mob (if ſo it may 
be called, for, upon the whole, there was the moſt reſpec- 


table aſſembly that was ever ſeen upon the like occation) 


withed they had the noble Lord among them, that they 


might pronounce judgement againſt him, for his numerous 


crimes againſt his country“ hanging would be too 


s ood for him,” ſays one; True, (repl]'ed another) in- 


ple hanging would be too mild for ſo capital a traitor, but 
we'd embowel him, I'Il warrant you, if we could once get 
him at the gallows. This kind of converſation accom- 
panied the convict to the tree, which they reached near 
eleven o'clock. Dr. Dodd, in his way thither, with all 
the fortitude that was thought to accompany him, diſco- 
vered ſome tokens of a flurried mind. At the place of 
execution he collected all his firmneſs, and beheld the ſpot 
without betraying the leaſt agony of ſoul. A ſhower of 


rain fell during the ſhort iatervening time devoted to pray- 


er. An umbrella ſh+1tered the Doctor from the effects of 
the weather. The Doctor took a farewell of Harris in a 
tew words, that the noiſe prevented be.ng heard by the 
{peCtutors.. He alſo embraced the clergymen who attend- 
ed him in a very moving manner. Harris met death like 
a man 
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a man un willing to leave the world. He was in inexpreſ- 
ſible perturbations; and when the cart withdrew from un- 
der the gallows, diſtorted his limbs way much, and died 
very difficulty. The Doctor quitted the ſcene of life to 
all appearance with great eaſe. * ; | 
The Public Advertiſer * the following account of the 
execution yeſterday at Tyburn: -The public curioſity 
was ſo highly raiſed by the melancholy event expected to 
take place, that there were crouds about Newgate before 
ſeven in the morning. About a quarter before nine, Harris 
was placed in the cart, where he waited near half an hour, 
attended by his father, a venerable old man with grey hairs. 
At a quarter after nine the gloomy PRs began to 
move through greater crouds of people than almoſt ever 
remembered on a ſimilar occaſion. The bell of St. Sepul- 
chre began to toll at ſeven o'clock, and ſeveral ſtands were 
erected in the church-yard. At _ in the morning many 
hundreds were aſſembled at the place of execution. The 
galleries filled apace, at different prices, from five ſhillings 
to two; and ſhillings were paid for a landing in carts. 
By ten o'clock the trees were loaded with multitudes, and 
the houſes covered. The front of one wooden buijdin 
was half taken down to form a gallery; and the price o 
admiſſion in a houſe was half a guinea. About this time 
arrived a hearſe and mourning coach, each drawn by four 
horſes, and the latter with three gentlemen in it. At a 
uarter before eleven came the fatal cavalcade in the fol- 
— order: The two City Marſhals, and numbers of 
Conſtables on horſeback one of the Sheriffs in a coach— 
the Under Sheriff in a chariot---a poſſe of Officers Dr. 
Dodd, in a mourning coach, attended by two Clergymen, 
and a Sheriff's officer. The cart being drawn under the 
gallows, Harris was tied up. The mourning coach now 
advanced to the foot of the cart; the Doctor appeared in 
it with features of a calm reſignation. In a few minutes he 
was attended into the cart; and as it rained hard, an 
umbrella was held over the clergyman who attended him. 
The Doctor's firſt buſineſs was to exhort, and pray for his 
fellow convict, who ſeemed to liſten with eager attention. 
The executioner put the rope round his neck, which he 
aſſiſted in. adjuſting, wearing his hat and wig all the time. 
The devotions were continued near forty minutes with great 
fervour; one of the Miniſters occaſionally admoniſhing 
Harris. The Doctor liſtened attentively, prayed with 
earneſtneſs, and lifted up his hands, as in the fullneſs of 


| devotion, 
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devotion. About ten minut=s before they were turned off, 
the De ctor again prayed earneſtly with and for Harris. 
The fatal moment now approaching, he took his hat off; 
but the wig coming with it, one of his friends reſtored it; 
but he ſaid eagerly, take it, take it,” and the night- cap 
was placed on his head. The devotions were now renewed 
for a few minutes, aiter which he gave money to the execu- 
tioner, and took an affectie nate leave cf his friends. He 
then aſſiſted in drawing the cap over his face, and remained 
for ſome time with hands claſped, as in a ſerious and reſign- 
ed prayer. Juſt before the cart moved, he gave ſome di- 
rections to the ex-cuttoner, which it was ſuppoſed were to 
put him out of pain as ſoon as poſſible ; for the moment 
tie cart was clear of the bodies, he ran and pulled the Doc- 
tor's legs. CONE | 

On the whole of this melancholy buſineſs Dr. Dodd's be- 
haviour was conſiſtent with his character as a man and a 
chriſtian; he appeared a true penitent, but not ſo ſhocked 
as might be expected from his previous deſire of life. Juſt 
as he vas turned off, there was an univerſal filence ; tears 
flowed from many eyes, but from one quarter there was 
almoſt inſtantly a general groan; that was deplorably affec- 
ting; and a mournful ſhriek, apparently a woman's voice, 
that pierced the hezrts of thoſe who heard it, He appeared 
not to ſuffer much in dying, though it was near two mi- 
nutes before all motion ceaſed, 

The following particulars appeared in other papers: 

On Thurſday night Dr. Dod went, to bed at eleven 
o'clock, and, what is remarkable, ſlept ſoundly from a 
little after that hour till four; he then waked in great agi- 
tation of mind, and pray ed fervently till fix, when , 
aroſe and prepared for his approaching fate. 

We are informed that ſome — gentlemen attempt- 
ed, for ſeveral hours, to reſtore the unfortunate Divine to 
life, after he was cut down ac Tyburn; but as the im- 
menſity of the croud delayed them a fulb hour, their 
friendly and humane inteations were fruſtrated. 

Juſt before Dr. Dodd was turned off, he deſired Mr. 
Villette to give Jack Kecch a guinea, and his man five ſhil- 

„lings ; afcer which he aired Mr. Leapingwell, the Sheriit's 
officer who attended him, if any other compliment, was 
neceſſary? The latter replicd no. 2 

The Ordinary of Newgate, on the way to the place of 
execution, took an opportunity of asking the Doctor. if he 
knew any ching of the report of a plan formed to effect 
his eſcape? o which the unfortunate criminal N 
he Was entirely ignorant of any ſcheme of the kind. 

Dr. Dodd, 


1 


Dr. Dodd, whilſt he was in the coach going to Tyburn, 
fat for ten or fifteen minutes, at different periods, with his 
eyes ſhut in inward meditation, and at intervals deſired Mr, 

Villette to read him ſeveral prayers which he thought ap- 

licable to his unhappy fituation. He once ſaid he t er: 2 
it was very hard mankind were not more merciful to each 
other, and that God Almighty did not ordain one man to 
deſtroy his fellow being. But he added, he was ſure the 
Supreme Being had more mercy for us than we had for each 
other, otherwiſe we ſhould be miſerable indeed. . Another 
time, after ſitting ſilent ſome time, he ſaid, Why ſhould my 
weak, fleſhy heart repine at death; my ſufferings are no- 
thing in compariſon to him, whom, I believe, ſuffered for 
the fins of man, whom, I believe, ſuffered for us all, and 
in him I reſt my ſalvation, When he came near the end 
of Great Marlborongh-ſtreet, he obſerved, it was a ſhock-' 
ing thing to be carried, in that ignominous manner, thro? 
the neighbourhood of which he lived, (recollecting him- 
ſelf) he ſaid, but I am reſigned. Such was the chief of this 
unfortunate man's diſcourſe. And once he ſaid, © And now, 
Lord, what is my hope? truly my hope is even in thee.” 

Whilſt Dr. Dodd was placing the cap over his eyes, he 
particularly requeſt his legs might-not he pulled, which is 
a to put the unfortunate malefactors ſooner out of their 
miſery, | 


It will not be unuſeful to cloſe this account of Dr. 
Dodd with an impartial examination of his conduct of 
life, ar leaſt the latter part of it, for a courſe of ſome years; 
for, according to the Divine Rule which has been already 
quoted, it 1s * that he ought to be judged of here.— 
There is very great reaſon for ſuch an impartial examina- 
tion, as the greateſt pains have been taken to extol him to 
the ſkies, and inflame the paſſions of mankind in his fa- 
vour, to leſſen or palliate, as it were, his crime; and there- 
by the moſt inveterate and ſcurrilous abuſe has, without 
the leaſt cauſe, been thrown on his Majeſty and his Coun 
cil for not ſtopping the courſe of juſtice in his favour. The 
ſupporting of Dr. Dodd in fo unprecedented a manner, 
tends alfo to inculcate erroneous notions of right and 
wrong, and to extinguiſh real virtue : It tends to promote 
a ſhew of goodneſs without the reality. How much has 
been ſaid upon Dr. Dodd's being the firſt promoter of the 


Society for the Relief of Perſons confined for Debts ? Let 
us 
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us examine this imparcaally : At the time he was promot- 
ing this, he was all the while, by his act and example, 
leading others to a like place of confinement. By living 
very far above his circumſtances, he was, it is very likely, 
by non-payment of the juſt demands upon him, wringing 
the hearts of ſome of his-creditors with anguiſh : he was, 
perhaps, obliging qthers to take up money on intereſt, or 
to pay a more than common price, for want of their not 
being able to ſatisfy their creditors in due time, on account 
of his not paying their demands on him. The contri- 
butions he gave to this Society, and other charitable inſti. 
tutions, were not his to give, as they were the due of his 
creditors. It is forming extremely wrong notions of vir- 
tue, it is calling evil goed, to think that acts of beneficence | 
can be performed before acts of juſtice are done; or to give 
* But this is too much the ſpirit of the 


times. The man who makes the greateſt ſtir at charitable 
inſtitutions, though he is at the very ſame time unjuſt, a 
breaker of his promiſes and engagements, and of all' the 
common duties of life, is etolled to tlie ſæies: no charge is 
to be heard againſt him; even the laws- are to be bent in 


his favour: he is to commit erimes of the moſt prejudicial 
nature to A e impunity. But is this the truth of 
» things ? No! ſtrict integrity and juſtice is the firſt excel- 

lency of man: there is no virtue, no worth, without this: 
When this is wanting, all elſe is but the Peacock's feathers 
upon a Jay. If there be a virtue that the Creator has 

wen to mankind to practiſe, it is this, and to live accord- 
zng to right Reaſon © . 5 | 3 

Of all the Inbabitants of Earth, to Ma alone. 
© Creative Wijdom ga ve to lift his Eos 
0 Truth's eternal Meaſures ; thence to frame 
The ſacred Laws of Action and of Will, 
Diſcerning Juſtice from unequal Deeds, 

Aud Tenperauce from Folly, | | 

If there be a virtue which can dignify. human nature, it 
is this.— All other virtues may be conſtitutional, or may 
be feigned. Strict integrity is not of a nature to be con- 

ſtitutional; nor can it be feigned. It muſt therefore proceed 

from a real ſenſe of duty and excellency. — Can Dr. Dodd 
be juſtifed upon any right principles, in living continually, 


ul 


(59) 
in a manner, very far beyond his circutaſtances, though 
thoſe were very.plentiful ? Can his injuſtice, in keeping his 
creditors time after time out of their money, and not endea- 
vouring to ſatisfy cheir juſt demands by a retrenching of his 
expences, be approved ? Can he be juſtrfied in continuing, 
for a ſeries of ſome years, in all thoſe breaches of promiſes, 
ſubterfuges, and meanneſſes, which a man in ſuch circum- 
ſtances muſt neceſlaryy commit? Can he be juſtified in that 
continued round of extravagant diſſipation and gaiety in 

which he lived in his family, and whereby he was com- 
mitting injuſtice every day, in contracting debts he had 
not means to pay? It ought to be remem too, that 
during this he continued a profeſſed Preacher of the Re- 
ligion of CuR Is TH; the whole ſpirit of which is as dif- 
ferent from ſuch. a life as light from darkneſs, He could 
ſcarcely look upon a page of the New Teſtament whi 
did not, in direct terms, condemn his conduct. And 
whatever may be the opinion of theſe: times, in almoſt 
every age and country the Teachers of Religion have 
been expected to live a life of more than ordinary good- 
neſs, and to be patterns of what they taught: and it 
ſeems to be founded in the reaſon of things tõ expect this. 
Is it not a mocking of CHRIST and his Religion for the 
profeſſed. Teacher to lead a life contrary to the "ſpirit of 
it? The foundation of his religion is arifing above the 
ſpirit and ,/afhion of this world, not to be conformed to it, 
{to uſe the words of one of his Apoſtles) 6u7 iransfermed 
by the renewing of the mind. | 
Accidental deviations from the pure pts of Chriſt 
may be fallen into by the beſt of men; but to lead a con- 
tinued courſe of life directly oppoſite to the ſpirit of his 
religion, more particularly for a Teacher of it, is (to uſe 
a New Teſtament èxpreſſion) to crucify Chri/ afreſh; as it 
tends to make his religion vile, or a mere nothing, in the 
eyes of the people; to lead them to a quite contrary ſpirit 
m his, Can it be expected that the people will hve in 
his ſpirit, while they ſee the Teachers of his religion li 
in a quite contrary one? | | ws W 
A Churchill deſerves commendation in this, that he de. 
clined continuing to be a Teacher of a . to the 
1 of Which he would not conform his life, It may 
ſaid, perhaps, Is living above circumſtances then {fo ' 
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reat a crime ? It may be anſwered, with truth and juſtice, 


hat it is the root of many crimes, and even thoſe of the 
blackeſt dye, and moſt prejudicial to ſociety : The expe- 
rience of the age, and even the preſent caſe, makes any 
proof of this unneceſſary.— The writer of this never knew 
Dr. Dodd, or any of his friends, nor has any connexions 
whatſoever to biaſs him; but, as a member of ſociety, as a 
lover of truth and virtue, he thinks it his duty to declare 
his ſentiments againſt whatever appears to him to tend to 
leſſen in the people a regard to honeſty or juſtice, which is 
the foundation, of all ſecurity and happineſs in ſociety. 
But muſt not this be done when they ſee the man honoured, 
as it were, who has violated them in the moſt deliberate 
manner, and it may be added continual manner? for his 
continuing to live year after year beyond his circumſtances 
was doing ſo, as he had it every day in his power, by re- 
trenching his gaiety and ſplendor of living, and appro- 
3 part of the incomes of his preferments, to have done 
uſtice. | | 
; The Doctor could not, like a tradeſman, be brought in- 
to difficu ties by circumſtances which could not be guarded 
agen The misfortune; of trade are various: the 


octor was expoſed to none of them; nor was he burden- 


ed by a large tamily, never having had a child; and his 
income for many years has been conſiderable. Nor was 
there that difficulty in extricating himſelf from his ci - 
cumſtances, as at ends the tradeiman z--recrenching of his 
- expences, and living as became a Miniſter of Chriſt, would 
have ettected it. But he choſe any other means, however 
vile, ſooner than do this, How great his injuſtice to his 
creditors may be inferred from his own words, urging it as 
one plea that the courſe of juſtice againſt him ſhould be ſuſ- 
pended, ** I have creditors, my Lord, honeſt men, that will 
7 loſe much by my death: I hope, for the ſake of juſtice 
«© towards them, ſome mercy will be ſhewn to me.“ (Ser 
his Defence, fage 22.) 

To tee a clergyman, who was capable of endeayouring, 
by the meſt ind:re& means, to corrupt the integrity of the 
higheſt and moſt reſpectable officer in the kingdom, in the 
beſtowing of eccleſiaſtical preferment ; a protetied teacher 
of the rightzouſnels of Chriſt, committing injuſtice every 
day, by living far beyond his abilities to pay ; a deliberate 
perpetrator of a crime the moſt prejudicial to ſcciety ; and 
whach, if not prevented, no property can be ſecure; to ſee 


ſuch a one honoured, as it were, heaven and earth moved 


in 
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in his favour, and the magiſtrates of a city, who ought » 
to be the guardians and fupporters of juſtice, joining in tn» - 
deavouring to prevent the juſtice of the laws taking place 
on him: to ſee the King and his Council reviled in the 

moſt abuſive manner for not ſacrificing jultice in favour of 

ſuch an offender, is the way to extinguiſh in the people alt 
ideas of there being any enormity in [injuſtice and fraud. 
Too true it is already, that fince our refinement," or falſe 
virtue, has taught us to think it inhumanity to treat the 

perpetrators of crimes with the RP and deteſtation they 
merit, ſince we have grown ſo h * to 
treat criminals with the ſame reſpect as is due only to 
virtue; the commiſſion of crimes has increaſed in a 
rapid degree among us, and will go on to increaſe whilſt 
we continue to have ſuch reſinement. The puniſhment of 
the laws will not be ſufficient ſo long as the offenders againſt 
them are not ſtigmatized with infamy. Whatever hu. 
manity bids the heart feel for the ſufferings of criminals, 
the intereſts of virtue and ſociety require we ſhould lock - 
it up in our cwn breaſt, and in our 1 and outward 
behaviour caſt a due ignominy on them. Let capital 
puniſhments be aboliſhed if you will; but let infamy in 
every ſociety attend the violators of the eternal and immu- 

table laws of juſtice, The King and his. Council have, to 

their great honour, done all that was in their power to pre- 


- 
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vent the bad influence which the ſtir that has been made to 


ſave Dr. Dodd from juſt puniſnment might have had. 

The Public may, and it is to be earneſtly wiſhed theß 
will, learn this inſtruction from his ſad fate: that neither 
TALENTS, LEARNING, or POPULAR FAVOUR, can ſave 
a man from ignominy and deftrudion, who once permits 
himſelf to be ſeduced out of the proper bounds of economy. 
Extravagance, and the folly of imitating our ſuperiors, 
appear to be, at preſent, too univerſally prevailing z hut let 
all thoſe whoſe minds ate ſuſceptible of ſuch weak im- 
preſſions, recollect theſe are the /eeds of forgery. 5 

Let every man who ſhall hereafter meditate on a for- 
gery, call to mind the ignominious fate of Dr. Dodd; let 
him reflect from his remarkable caſe, that there is the 
higheſt probability that woe and bitter anguiſh will follow | 


the flowing of the ink, anda ſpeedy and ſliameful death 


the ſtroke of the pen. Thus will Dr. Dodd in his death 
be uſeful to mankind, as without. doubt many of his ac- 
"tions in life have been. May he long ſtand a itriking mo- 


nument of the baleful effects of living above our circum- 
b F flances, 
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ſtances ! and of how little true worth are eloquence, ſhining 
abilities, and even ſocial virtues, if the heart is not forti- 
fied N integrity, and influenced by the love 
of juſtice above all things. ö 
The inſtance of Dr, Dodd does alſo, in a firiking 
manner, ſet forth the force and uſe of the Apoſto- 
Fic advice: Let him that thinketh he flandeth, take 
heed left he fall, We may alio fee the truth ot that 
maxim pronounced ſo many ages ago by Solon, That 
no man can be pronounced happy till the day of his 
death. Who would have ever thought, or how lit- 
tle could it enter into his own imagination to con- 
ceive, that he whom crouds followed from pulpit 
to pulpit to hear the word of God, and leatn the 
rules of righteouſneſs, ſhould be followed by the 
ſame crouds to ſee him ſuffer an ignominious death 
for a moſt flagitious crime! How happy had it 
been for himſelf had he died a few years ago !---It 
is ſaid that the Doctor's motto on his ſeal, coach, &c. 
was HOoNUR AND HoN EST Y. How much is it to 
de lamented that they were not alſo deeply engraven 
on his heart. But let the reader, whoever he is, 
from this fatal example reſolve to write them in the 
tables of his memory and his heart, that they may 
not depart from him in any circumſtance or mo- 
ment, let his ſituation be whatever it will, _ 
The Doctor ſeems to have had a great tenderneſs 
of heart. Ihe verſes that have been quoted ſpeak- 
ing of his parents, and his dedicating one of his 
works to their memory, does him great honour ; and 
the pains he took to relieve diſtteſſes. Speaking of 
himſelf in his Reflexions on Death, he ſays, ** No 
<< man living can baue an higher regard for benevo- 
« lence and humanity than the writer of theſe lines : 
« But he thi::ks benevolence to the foul of a much higher 
« nature than that to the body; and would be far from 
« leading thoſe who are treading the inſidious paths of 
| « pleaſure 
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tc pleaſure with too eager delight, into deluſiue and dan- 
« gerous opinions, as if tenderneſs of heart, and acts of 
« charity, could atone for every other deficiency.” 
There is a great appearance of his being fincere 
in his writings, and that he felt what he wrote, 
Unhappily for him, he was influenced too much by 
ambitious views, and fell into the infiduous paths of 
pleaſure, or of high living, keeping much company, 
and making a ſhow From hence ſprang his ruin, 
The ſermons he compoſed and delivered, with hig 
other numerous literary productions, ſhew that he 
did not always live in a conſtant round of diſſipation. 
Let us applaud and honour him in his good deeds, 
not juſtify him therefrom in his bad ones, but drop 
the tear of feeling and compaſſion over his unhappy 
fate, hoping and wiſhing, that by a fincere repentance 
in the concluding ſcene of his life, he is now happy, 
But let no man from his or any other example, 
think he may violate the laws of ſociety, and the 
eternal rules of juſtice and righteouſneſs, with any 
well- grounded — of being received into the 
Divine Favour hereafter, by the tears he may ſhed, 
and the contrition he may expreſs or feel, when pu- 
niſhment lays hold upon him. 5 
There was ſomething in the figure, eloquence, and 
manner of Dr. Dodd, that gave him always the 
command of his audience in his preaching, It is 
however granted by his friends, that his parts were 
rather ſhining than ſolid, and that his ſucceſs was 
more owing to a poliſhed exterior, to the amiable 
and graceful manner in which he uniformly conduct- 
ed himſelf, which made a mot univerſal impreſſion 
in his favour, than to any uncommon ſhare of in- 
trinſical merit, | ; 
Dr. Dopp was buried on Monday night, the zoth of 
.. June, about twelve o'clock, in a vault belonging to a very. 


. antient family, in the church-yard of Weſt Ham, near 


London, where he had been Lecturer. The Doctor, 
: F 3 „ 
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before his exeention, had requeſted to be buried in the 
cherch, but his requeſt was not granted. The inſcrip- 
tion on the coffin was, The Rev. William Dodd, 
% born May 29, 1729; died June 27, 1777, in the 49th 
* year of his age.“ WEL 
0 | —— 3 . ——.᷑ ſN [— * 
; AS we have, in the preceding account, taken the 
liberty of cenſuting the petition of the City of 
London, it will be but juſt to ſet forth the arguments 
on which it was founded, 

At a Court of Common Council held on Friday 
the 16th of June, the Lord Mayor opened the buſi- 
neſs by obſerving they. were called together at the 
requeſt of a number of repectable and worthy mem- 
bers, to conſider of a petition: to his Majeſty, in be- 

i half of Dr, Dodd, g ; 
Mr Deputy Jones opened the ſubjeR.in a pathetic 
ſpeech, in which. he drew a ſhort; piture of the 
Doctor's public life, and made an inference that the 
good he had done very much over-balanced -the.- evil 
ia the crime for which he was now an unhappy ſuf- 
. ferer; he concluded by hoping the Court would 
_ coincide with him in opinion, when they had heard 
. tbe evidence of gentlemen. waiting without doors, 
that it would be a meaſure. worthy the humanity of 
the corporation of London to petition his Majeſty in 
his favour. | 
Mr. Hawes. was then deſired to attend the Court, 
- who am̃rmed, the Doctor had been a very active in- 
ſtrument in promoting the ſociety for the recovery 
of drowned perſons; and that upwards of one 
hundred had been delivered from the grave by that 
inſtitution. 9 | 

Mr. White then-roſe, and confirmed the ſenti- 
ments of Mr. Deputy Jones, and in a very able 
manner ſhewed the evil tendency of -puſhing the full 

execution of the law in this ſingular caſe,” as it 
might prejudice the cauſe of religion. He ob- 
- : * - ſerved, 
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ſerved, the lower orders, which formed the mul- 
- titude of mankind,” were already too much diſpoſed 
to ridicule the clergy ; and he doubted not but the 
ſcoffers would triumph in the public ſpectacle of a 
divine of rank and eminence ſuffering an ignomi- 
nious death. He then defired Mr Winterbozgtom 
might be called in, Who, with equal clearneſs and 


preciſion, pointed out the great bleflings which had 


been derived to ſociety at large, by the Doctor's la- 


bours in the ſervice of the Magdalen; that, with 


Mr. Diagley, he formed the firſt plan, and by his 
preaching eſtabliſhed the charity in the good opinion 
of mankind ; that it had flouriſhed exceedingly by 


his diligent endeavours; that prodigious” numbers, 


which he ſpecified; had been reclaimed, and were 
living monuments of its utility and ſucceſs. | 
Mr. Deputy Judd, in the ſame line of argument 


with thoſe who had ſpoke before him, introduced 


Mr. Nealde, Treaſuter to the Socicty for the diſ- 
charge of ſmall debtors, who ſpoke at once to the 
_ judgement and the heart, He affirmed, that Dr. 


Dodd was the ſole eſtabliſher of the ſociety, and 


that he had promoted its intereſt with unremitting 
aſſiduity, and conſiderable detriment to his private 
fortune; that more than twenty thouſand had been 
relieved by the charity. | 

"Theſe ſeveral accounts being finiſhed, Mr De- 
puty Jones reſumed'the ſubject, and ſpoke the warm 
feeling of a humane heart, on hearing of ſo much 
good by this unhappy individual, and congratulated 
the Court that they had had ſuch evidence, 

Mr. White, in a ſimilar manner, expreſſed the 


- pleaſure he received in taking a part in ſuch a buſi- 


' Neſs, and made the following motion, which was 


- - unanimouſly carried: * That it appears to this 


Court, that the Rev. Dr. Dodd, now under ſentence 
of death, for the crime of forgery, hath, in the for- 
mer part of his life, ſet an uſefal and laudable exam- 
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ple of diligence in his calling; and that in being 
the firſt inſtitutor, or a very earneſt and active pro- 
moter of ſeveral modes of uſeful charity, he hath 
on many occaſions been a benefactor to the public,” 
He then proceeded with a ſecond motion, ** That 
an humble petition from this Court be preſented to 
his Mejeſty, recommending Dr. Dodd as an odject 
of Royal mercy,” | | 
Mr. Alderman Wooldridge expreſſed ſome beate 
on the propriety of a petition on ſuch an occaſion, 
and believed it was unprecedented, He added, he 
moſt heartily wiſhed he might find mercy, 
Mr. Deputy Jones replied, that all precedents 
muſt have an origin, and this was an original caſe, 
Mr, Sharp obſerved there could be no impropriety 
in petitioning the King, and that they muſt coun» 
teract the dictates of conſcience, if they did not in 
ſuch a caſe as this. He concluded, that it was greatly 
to be feared an execution would have a very bad ef- 
fect in a religious point of view. | 
Mr. Fiſher ſaid, there could be no impropriety in 
petitioning ; that the law reſpecting forgery was made 
ſanguinary, for the benefit of the commercial world ; 
that if the City of London, which was moſt in- 
tereſted in that law, ſhould expreſs their wiſhes that 
it might in ſo ſingular an inſtance be diſpenſed with, - 
his Majeſty could have no pleaſure in putting an 
unhappy man to death, and doubtleſs would gra- 
ciouſly liſten to the prayer of the petition z and that 
he had very good reaſon to believe a requeſt of this 
ſort would be favourably received. | 
Obſervations on the Arguments on which the Petition of 
the City of London, in favour of Doctor Dodd, was 
Founded. 8 | | 
Lt. Tus impartially conſider theſe arguments :--If 
the argument of Mr, Deputy Jones was concluſive, 
that the good the Doctor had done very much over- 
7 | | | balanced 
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balanced the evil of the crime for which he had re- 
ceived ſentence, many hundreds muſt have ſuffered 
unjuſtly ; as the uſeful actions of their life probably 
overbalanced the evil in the crime they ſuffered for. 
It was the opinion of the late Dr, Jortin, and pub- 
liſhed in one of his ſermons, and, it is to be hoped, 
a true one, that the generality of mankind do 
more good than evil ;” and if the Deputy's argu- 
ment was to be admitted, it would raiſe an obſtruc- 
tion to the execution of juſtice in a number of caſes, 
and, perhaps, the moſt deſerving of puniſhment. Poor 
ignorant friendleſs criminals, indeed, would ſuffer in 
the like number, as uſual, without a ſingle ſigh, or 
thought of "compaſſion ; But the well educated one, 
the rich, or luxurious one, who had gained friends 
by his ſhining parts, or by his table and chearful 
bowl, would always find ſome to plead his former 
merits, and the good he had done; for what is right 
in one caſe, is certainly right in another, If the ar- 
gument holds for Doctor Dodd, it will certainly do, 
or at leaſt be thought to do fo, for another, and 
another, and ſoon to a boundleſs length; nay, ſome, 
it may with great reaſon be ſuppoſed, would venture 
on the commiſſion of crimes on the flattering hopes 
of being ſaved by their former good deeds, who 
otherwiſe would be deterred; and ſome would be 
tempted to make a buſtle in public charities to ba- 
lance againſt the future enormities they might poſ- 
ſibly commit, that might ſubje& them to the pu- 
niſhment of the laws. We leave it to the reader to 
judge on which fide true reaſon and juſtice preponde- 
rates. But let ug attend to Mr. White, who ſup- 
ported Mr, Deputy ; Mr. White aroſe and con- 
firmed the ſentiments of Deputy Jones; and, as it 
is ſaid, in a Tery able manner ſhewed the evil tendency 
of puſhing the full execution of the law in this ſingular 
caſe, as it might _—_— the conſe of religion, He 

| obſerved, 


TE. - 
obſerved, the lowef? orders, which farmed the multitude 
of mankind, were already tos much diſpoſed to ridicule 
the Clergy ; and he doubted not but the ſcaffers would 
on © triumph in the public ſpectacle of a Divine of rank and 

: eminence ſuffering an ignominions death,—Molt excel. 

lent ;eatoning this of Mr, White's, to fet afide the 
due execution of the Jaw on a criminal; the King 
and the Council muſt have been blind, indeed, not 
to haye ſeen the force of it! The clergy, however, 
we believe, will not thar k Mr. White: the reſpecta- 
| ble ones of that order are very ſenſible, from expe- 
Tience, that there is no diſpoſition in the lower or- 
cers: of markind, nor any other order, to ridicule 
them ; nor do they meet with it but very rarely, if 
ever, even from individuals, There may juſtly be a 
fear that the commiſſion of ſuch a crime, by a Cler- 
gywan, as Dr. Dodd has committed, may prejudice 
the cauſe of religion; but in Mr, White's ideas it 
is not the commiſhon of a moſt flagrant crime by a 
Clergyman which will prejudice the cauſe of reli- 
gion, but ſeeing the Parſon hanged up. No doubt, 
| Mr, White, the lower orders, which form the mul- 
| titude of mankind,. muſt be hugely prejudiced in 
favour of religion, by ſeeing a Clergyman go un- 
X puniſhed for an enormous crime, whilſt they are 
hung up by ſcores for committing very far leſs ones. 
— Mr, White, before he made uſe of this plea, 
ought to have conſulted the. clergy : and, we are 
perſuaded, he would have found their opinion very 
different from his; for 31] of them we, have met 
with have agreed, that there was no juſt or reaſona- 
ble cauſe to defire a remittance of the execution of 
the laws in favour of Dr, Dodd, Thanks to God, 
| Mr, White, even the lower orders, which form the 
| multitude, and which, as a Common Councilman, 
you deem, to ſpeak of as ſo much beneath you, are 


too much enlightened in our nation and age wm to 
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ſee the violation there would be of all natural juſ- 
tice and equity, was a criminal to be ſet free from the 
penalty of the Jaws, becauſe he is a Clergyman. 
In ther dark ages of Popery and ſuperſtition, they 
might not dare to exclaim againſt it; though even 
then one would think they muſt ſee the injuſtice 
but in our age they certainly would, nad 

Mr. Sharp, another of the Common Council, 
obſerved, that they muſt counteratt the dictates of con- 
ſcience if they did not petition the King in ſuch a caſe. 
Perhaps the Common Council of London have a 
peculiar conſcience ; but one may venture to affirm, 
that no man in the kingdom beſides found any dic- 
tate of conſcience to petition the King in favour of 
Dr. Dodd; and it is extremely plain the King and 
his Council have no conſcience at all, or, at leaft, a 
very dull one indeed ; ſeeing it has given them no 
dictates to ſave the Doctor, though the good city of 
London took ſo much pains to give it a jog. 

Mr. Fiſher, another of the Gentlemen, wenton z 
different ground: He ſaid, that “ the lau reſpecting 
« forgery was made ſanguinary for the benefit of the 
« commercial world ; that if the city of London, 
% which was moſt intereſted in that law, ſhould expreſs 
4 their wiſhes that it might in ſo ſingular an inſtance 
« be diſpenſed with, his Majeſly would doubtleſs liſten 
« to the prayer of the petition.” And fo, Mr. Fiſher, 
being a Common Councilman of the city of Lon- 
don, you think, like a Chineſe Mandarin of China, 
that all the reſt of the world beſides is nothing ; and 
that the ſecurity of property in all the reſt of the kings 
dom beſides was not an object of the legiſlature in 
paſſing a law againſt forgery; and the force and ter- 
ror of this law is to be leſſened, and property in con- 
ſequence rendered leſs ſecure, by the penalty of it 
being diſpenſed with whenever a Deputy Jones, a 
Mr, White, or Mr, Fiſher, think it proper ? No, 
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Sir, whatever opinion you might form of the K. 
and his Council, they are = . 


execution of the law, and thefeby ſen the ſecuri 

of the Public at large, whenever the — Oaonch 
of London think proper to direct them ſo to do, as 
+ ſoppoling the law of the hand mad $nly:fof their uſe, 


And therefore may be diſpenſed with at their wiſh. 


You found, great Mr. Fiſher, that his Majeſty will 
goubtleſt nat liſſen to the pra yet of unteaſonable and 
-Injurious petitions, tho? coming from the Common 
Council of London; and tho' Mr, Fiſher thought 
proper to affirm that he had wary gν rea fans to be- 
lieve that a requeſt of this kind would be very fa- 
vourably received. But we muſt attend Mr. Deputy | 
Juanes once mare; Mr. Alderman, Wooldridge bav- 
Hog very judiciouſly exprefſed ſome doubt on the 
propriety of a petition an ſuch an occaſion, and 
that it was unprecedented, the Deputy: roſe again, 
and obſerved, that all precedents muſt have an ori- 
s« pin, and this was an original caſe,” But certainly 
then, Mr, Deputy, it ought to bave been weighed 
wic great deliberation, and examined with the great- 
eſt coolneſs and ſtrictneſs, whether it was founded 
upon the principles of reaſon, juſtice, and the good 
.-of the community ; if this had been done, the pe- 
tition would never have been preſented; And it is 
much 29 be-regretted, far the. hanour of the Tits of 
London, that it has been, as it tauſt much'Jefſen th 
opinion of their judgement, and good ſenſe, in 
eye of the unprejudiced part of the Publie 3, for, 
laying a} other arguments aſide, can it be ſuppoſed 
that the King and his Council: defired, or wiſhed, 
4he forfeiture of Dr. Dodd's. life, if they were not 
fully convinred that juſtice and the good of the Public 
teguired it; and the petitions in his favour ſet forth 
no one circumſtance but_what they were well ac- 
$ quainted with befares . 5 4 SL. 5 _. 
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